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Noone knows

the knowledge of
which subject will
berequired atwhat
stage, sonothing
should be neglected,
writes Ali Khwaja

tcular subjects betause they find

them too “boring”. While the re-

spective teachers have to introspect and

" correct the course, children may lose

interest in subjects they feel will not be

helpful tothem in the future, mainlywhen
they have chosen a particular career.

Indian students have been doing excep-
tionally well m Western countries, where
the education system is claimed to be
much more flexible and student-friendly.
The overall diversified pedagogy in India
provides a solid foundation and inputs
into all aspects of life.

With rapid changes, no one can predict
which knowledge will be required atwhat
stage. Pilots require a good knowledge
of geography. Businessmen and business
managers are required to know the his-

Sume students lose interest in par-

tory. Designers and Architects need to

be good at mathematics. Doctors need

to be good at languages and physics /
electronics. Journalists need to be good
at computers and civics.
Let’s understand the significance of

each subject: :

= History: It helps us analyse the behav-
iour of human beings and thus anticipate
how people are likely to react in diverse
situations. We can learn from the past
and the mistakes of others how to lead
our lives. We can predict how society, the
markets or lifestyles are likely to change
so that we can adapt suitably.
= Geography: It gives us a sense of direc-
oon and helps us get around by under-
standing the physical characteristics of
nature and the world around us. We can
appreciate diverse cultures and climates
and explore the world, climate change,
and ecology, which affect our lives.
= Science: It is the window to develop-
ment; it ignites your curiosity and opens
your eves 1o the great wonders in the
world around us. You develop an inno-
vative mind and understand the laws of
nature. It is the catalyst for change in
society. Each part of science, viz. phys-
ics, chemistry and biology, helps us un-
derstand different facets ranging from
measuring space and time to the inter-
action of materials to living organisnis.
Together, they constitute the essence of
the world, and studying science is never
awaste, regardless of your chosen career:

# Chemistry: Considered boring and
irrelevant by many students, it is the
study of life, as it deals with the prop-
erties of substances and life processes.
We are made of chemicals. It teaches us
about germs and bacteria, soaps, med-
icines, food, salt, tears, medicines, en-
ergy, climate change, fuels for cars and
spacecraft, silicon chips and computer
batteries. -

= Math: It is a subject that sharpens our
logical and reasoning powers, builds an-
alytical thinking, and gives us the ability
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to calculate prices, manage money, and
understand the value of things. With a
thorough understanding of Math, we
can safeguard ourinterests and be secure
throughoutlife, We can useit to estimate,
project, manipulate data, solve intricate
problems in life, compare and evaluate.
Geometry gives us a better undeérstand-
ing of space and areas.

Languages
These are essential in helping us improve
communication, understand others and

be understood by others. They expand
our horizon of knowledge and are our
windows for the thinking process. They
help usrelate to different types of people
all over the world.

® As an international language, English
is our window to the world, the most ob-

vious being the Internet. Inmost partsof

the world, we can manage if we commu-
nicate well in English.

® Our link language, Hindi, binds the
nation together and bridges many states.
# The state language binds us to every-
one in the state—the rural population, the
poorest, simplest, illiterate or people not
familiar with other languages. You can
correspond with the government and
feel locally connected.

" ® Your mother tongue is the language

your forefathers have spoken for gen-
erations. It brings down to you their
culture, their ideology and their values.
Even if the school does not teach your
mother tongue, you should learn it inde-
pendently.

= Sanskrit takes us back to our roots
and the beginning of civilisation. Indi-
an culture and heritage were far more
advanced than the rest of the world cen-
turies ago. Sanskrit is the language that
connects us to our past.

Parents, deeply involved in their pro-
fession ignore the child that says a sub-
ject is boring. Exploring the use of each
subject for different careers can help the
child whois bored with a subject to love it
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Cambridge Climate Quest
Cambridge University Press &
Assessment and Cambridge Zero
have launched an educational initi-
ative, “Cambridge Climate Quest”
to promotes climate awareness for
students between Classes 8 and 12.
Students can access the free course
if their school is registered. Details
about the programme: https://t.ly/
coFgh The form for school partici-
pation registration: t.ly/XSkJF

Finance internship

One’s Own FInancer is hiring
mterns for a Finance work-from-
home internship. Students with
accounting knowledge, proficientin
spoken and written English, MS-Ex-
cel, MS-Office, and stock trading
can apply by December 28. The
stipend is Rs 5,000-10,000/month.
Apply at: https://bit.ly/DHed009

Video editing internship
Newslions Media Network is
hiring interns for a Video Editing
internship in Bangalore. Students
with knowledge of Adobe After
Effects, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
Photoshop Lightroom CC, and
Adobe Premiere Pro can apply by
December 28. The stipend is Rs
10,000/month. Apply at: https:f/
bit.ly/DHed011




OBC representation in AIIMS
faculty low, says House panel

Against the mandated 27% reservation, the Delhi institute has less than 19% OBC faculty; AIIMS,

Jodhpur has less than 9%; Ministry cites difficulty in finding candidates for senior faculty positions

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ess than 19% of the
L faculty at the All In-
dia Institute of Med-
ical Sciences in Delhi be-
long to the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs),

as against the mandated
27% reservation for the

community, show data
presented in the Lok Sabha
recently.

The situation is worse in
many other AIIMS across
the country, with the insti-
tute in Jodhpur having OBC
representation at less than
9%.

The data were part of a
report presented by a
Committee on Welfare of
Other Backward Classes
constituted by Parliament,
on the measures underta-
ken to secure representa-
tion of the community and
its welfare at the AIIMS.

Lack of representation

The report noted that the
lack of OBC representation
is prevalent in top manage-
ment and non-faculty posi-
tions as well. The commit-
tee observed that there is a
considerable backlog of va-
cancies under the OBC

category.

Poor proportion: At the AlIMS in Delhi, 151 of the 848 faculty
members belong to the OBCs. FILE PHOTO

At the AIIMS, Delhi,
there are 161 OBC faculty

members out of a total of

848, meaning that they
constitute 18.98% of the fa-
culty at the premier insti-
fute.

In AIIMS, Jodhpur, the
representation of OBCs is
8.91%; in Bhubaneswar,
12.83%; at Raipur and Rish-
ikesh, about 13.7%; and in
Bhopal, 19.79%. The AIIMS
Patna has the best record -
24%.

The Health Ministry had
said that the situation is
due to unavailability of re-
served category candi-
dates for senior faculty po-
sitions, such as professor,
additional professor and
associate professor.

Senior faculty posts in
super-specialty  depart-
ments are particularly
hard to fill, with offers
from corporate hospitals
or foreign institutions
holding more attraction

than a position at the
AIIMS.

Centralised recruitment
The committee acknow-
ledged that efforts were be-
ing made to fill the vacan-
cies, but pushed for
recruitment in a mission
mode to hire people for
these reserved posts in
both faculty and non-facul-
ty cadres.

“A ‘centralised system’
may also be devised and
implemented to fill all the
vacant posts in non-faculty
cadre as adopted for re-
cruitment of nursing offic-
ers through a Nursing Of-
ficers Recruitment
Common Entrance Test
(NORCET) for all AIIMS so
that eligible candidates
from OBC category can get
the opportunities of em-
ployment at the earliest
and all institutes can func-
tion to their fullest capaci-
ty,” it said.

Currently, there are six
fully functional AIIMS, in
addition to the main AIIMS
in Delhi.

Fifteen new AIIMS ap-
proved under the Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana are under various
stages of operationalisa-
tion.



India’s first winter Arctic expedition begins;
Raman Research Institute team to hold study

The Hindu Bureaun
BENGALURU

The Raman Research Insti-
tute (RRI) here is partici-
pating in the first winter In-
dian expedition to the
Arctic region.

The institute said on
Monday, the day when
Earth Sciences Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju flagged off the ex-
pedition, that its research-
ers would examine the
characterisation of the ra-
dio frequency environ-
ment in the Svalbard re-
gion of the Arctic in
Norway. The survey will
help astronomers assess
the suitability of this un-
iquely located region for
carrying out precision as-
tronomy measurements.

India has been running
its own research station,
Himadri, in Svalbard since
2008. The winter expedi-
tion is a bid to maintain a
year-long presence at the
station. A team of four

Union Earth Sciences Minister Kiren Rijiju (second from left) with the
tearn from the Raman Research Institute. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

scientists will embark on
the journey on Tuesday to
India’s research station in
Alesund town on the Brog-
ger peninsula, where re-
search institutes from 10
countries have
laboratories.

The RRI team was se-
lected as the first batch of
scientists who will conduct
experiments spanning as-
tronomy, climate change
and atmospheric science.

Girish B.S., from the
Electronics Engineering
Group at the RRI, has been
designated as the team
leader for this batch.

The institute said the
survey of the radio fre-
quency environment had
never been done before at
the site and could poten-
tially open avenues for de-
ploying low-frequency ra-
dio telescopes in the
region.

The month-long scientif-
ic expedition is being fund-
ed by the Earth Sciences
Ministry. The National
Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research, Goa, is the nodal
agency spearheading the
expedition, which will go
on till January 15.

For nearly a decade
now, engineers and scien-
tists at the RRI have been
working on the develop-
ment of the shaped anten-
na measurement of the
background radio spec-
trum (SARAS) series of ex-
periments. SARAS aims to
study the faint cosmologi-
cal signal from hydrogen,
commonly referred to as
the 21-cm signal, emerging
from the cosmic dawn and
the epoch of reionization.

Cosmic dawn denotes
the period when the first
stars and galaxies were
born in the universe.
These are the two vital
phases that the universe
underwent during its early

stages of evolution several
billions of years ago. These
periods in cosmic history
are not well understood
due to a lack of
observations.

“Due to rampant urban-
isation in recent years, the
space for the deployment
of scientific experiments
for cosmological studies is
fast shrinking. Several
places where low-frequen-
cy astronomical observa-
tions were conducted in
the past, are no longer suit-
able for carrying out preci-
sion measurements. And
the biggest limitation in
achieving the required sen-
sitivity is RFI,” Mr. Girish
said.

Sensitive electronic in-
struments will be used to
study the incoming radio
signals in the frequency
range of 5-500 megahertz
(MHz)} at the accessible
sites in the vicinity of
Himadri.

(With PTI inputs)




STUDY IN INDIA
Entrancetestsfor studentsofall pre-university streamstotry

M RAMACHANDRAN

anonal Eligibibity cum Entrance Test
(NEET) and Joumt Entrance Exam-
manon (JEE) are the most popular
entrance exammanons that onh saence
candidates are ehgible 1o anempt. Here
are some of the exams that can be enrolied
for all 10+ XII/ PUC students of the sar-
ence. humamties and commeroe streams
nanonwide.
= Common University Entrance Test
(CUET): The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will admunister the CUET (UG-24)
online test between May 15 and 31 2024,
The notification is expected to be out in the
first week of February 2024. The CUET
scores apply for undergraduate admussions
in 44 central universities, more than a 100

passed Class 12 can apply.
» Under Graduate Common Entrance
Examination for Design (UCEED): Ad-
mus=sion 1o Bachelor of Design Programmes
at[TT Bombay, [IT Delln, T Guwahan, I[TT
Hvderabad and IIT Jodhpur are faclitat-
ed through the UCEED., conducted by ITT
Bombay. Many private and deemed-to-be
unrversies are subscribing to the UCEED
scores . All students who have passed XTI
or have appeared m 2024 Board Examina-
nons for the first ime are ehgible to appear
for the UCEED 2024 test
= Common Law Admission Test
(CLATY): The CLAT 1s a nanonal-level en-
trance test for Integrated
Law (LLB) programmes offered by 22
napnonal law universites in India. Several
affiliated unrversities, including BITS Pilani
Law School, use the CLAT scores to select

nies and other msotutions. Those who have  the new intake. The 2024 CLAT 1s more

student-friendly, There are 120 questions
of | mark each in a multiple-choice (MCQ)
pattern with negative marks (0.25%), Eng-
lish language and current affairs are tested,
along with general knowledge, Iega] rea-

soning, logical reasoning and quantitative
techniques.

» Integrated Programme in Manage-
ment Aptitude Test (IPMAT): It is a na-
tional-level admission test for integrated
management programmes offered by
[IM Indore, [IM Ranchi, and other famous
management institutes. The registration
for IPMAT=-24 starts in February/March
2024. Those XII students securing above

" 60% are eligible for the test. Itisa two-hour

online test with an MCQ pattern. [IM In-
dore is the conducting agency of this test.

= Joint Integrated 'in Man-
agement Admission Test (JIPMAT):
The NTA has been authorised to conduct

JIPMAT 2024. This test is for admission to
Syearsintegrated programme in Manage-
ment at [TM Bodh Gaya and [IM Jammu.
The JIPMAT-2024 comprises MCQs in
quantitative aptitude, data interpretation,
logical reasoning, verbal ability and reading
comprehension.

= National Council for Hotel Man-
agement: Joint Entrance Examination
(NCHM JEE). The National Council for
Hotel Management and Catering Tech-
nology is an autonomous.body under the
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
that conducts hospitality management ed-
ucation in India. The Hotel Management
institutes affiliated to NCHMT after BScin
hospitality and hotel administration cours-
es, which many institutions/universities, in-
cluding JNU, recognise the scores.

® Teacher Education Courses: These
include BA.Ed, B.Sc Ed conducted by

National Council for Teacher Education.
Tl-nsuu:lergmduatepmgmmmesafw

tutes, including [TTs, NITs and many auton-
omous colleges, refer to the NCTE scores
for admissions.

= National Defence & Naval
Academy (NDA and NA): The naton-
al defence entrance exam is conducted
by UPSC in India. This entrance test 1s for
recruiting persons in the Army, Navy and
Air Force Wings of NDA. All unmarmed
youngsters (both genders) having X11 pass
certification are eligible for this test. This
exam is conducted twice a vear and has
twostages, Le., written and interview, NDA
notificanion for 2024 mtake s expected 1o
be released in the second or third week of
December 2023.

# Integrated BPEd programme: Many
central, state, private and deemed-to-be

Universities offer integrated Bachelor of
Physical Education programmes, The Na-
nonal Sports University is offering sports
coaching courses. These are all four years
of mtegrated BPEd programmes.

Besides thetests mentioned above, many
universities such as MAHE, Azim Premiji,
CUSAT, Chanakya, Chnstand PESconduct
entrance tests for diversified and new-gen-
eratnonmnovatve UG programmes. Most
of these higher education institutions are
expected to release their admission notifi-
cations in the forthcoming days. (Novem-
ber 2023-March 2024)

(Theauthoristhe Prinapalof Coorg Pub-
lic School & Pre-University College)
Send in your queriestous at
dheducationi@deccanherald.co.in with
‘Study in India’ in the subject line.




Kerala Governor winds up Calicut
university visit, calls CM a ‘bully’

Khan says Chief Minister is not allowing the police to function properly, adding that Pinarayi Vijavan is responsible for

political murders in Kannur; the Governor also called SF1 activists ‘goondas’; he also interacted with traders and people

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

erala  Governor
Arif Mohammed
Khan wound up
his three-day visit to the
University of Calicut at
Tenhipalam in Malappu-
ram district on Monday
evening after taking his
fight with the State govern-
ment to another level by
personally targeting Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
He made an unsche-
duled visit to S.M. Street in
Kozhikode city and inte-
racted with the traders and
the people in the after-
noon. Mr. Khan returned
to the campus and reiterat-
ed the allegation that Stu-

't. yo '_;—-'--.

Up in the arms: SFl activists at Maharaja's College in Ernakulam
protesting against Arif Mohammed Khan on Monday. THULAS! KAKKAT

dents Federation of India
(SFI) activists are “goon-
das” and “criminals” sent
by the Chief Minister “with
police protection”. He in-
augurated a seminar on

Sree Narayana Guru later
in the evening even as SFI
activists intensified their
protest outside the venue.

Mr. Khan began his ti-
rade against the govern-

ment by objecting to the
black banners and posters
put up against him on the
campus by SFI activists the
previous day. Compliment-
ing the police force as one
of the finest in the country,
he alleged that the Chief
Minister was not allowing
them to function properly.

‘No police protection’

He also made critical com-
ments against Mr. Vijayan,
indirectly calling him “a
bully” responsible for the
political murders in Kan-
nur. Mr. Khan then made
an unexpected announce-
ment that he had written to
the State Police Chief say-
ing he did not need police
protection any more, and

declared that he was going
to S.M. Street in Kozhikode
city, over 20 km away.

The announcement left
the police personnel in a
tizzy. In the wake of the
tension on the campus in
the past two days, around
1,000 police personnel
drawn from Kozhikode, Pa-
lakkad, and Malappuram
districts had been de-
ployed on the campus. A
part of the force accompa-
nied the Governor.

He later claimed that
even after spending two
hours in Kozhikode, no
one protested against him.
Asked by a mediaperson
why was he calling stu-
dents goondas, Mr. Khan
retorted, “Get lost™.
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Abcenture opens GenAI studlo in Bengaluru campus

BENGALURU, DHNS

Global IT services firm Accen-
ture on Monday announced
the launch of its gcncratw
Al studio in Bengaluru, in a
bid to enhance its artificial
intelligence capabilities and
offerings that will help busi-
nesses optimise and revamp
processesatatime »when tech-
nology companies wor ldwide
are looking to increase their
investments in the emerging
technology.

The studio, housed within
Accenture’s ‘Tnnovation Hub',
1s part of the firm's $3 billion
investment in Al and data an-
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nouncedinJunethisyear. The
Almmmmmmw
increasing its Al talent poolto
80 OOOmdwncwuh:ewears
rhmugh hmng, tmmmg and
smdalﬂem.

The generative Al studio
will enable its Al and data
teams to collaborate with
companies in creating solu-

.
W o ammm— g el T g S g b n

tions with a modern data and
Al foundation, large language
model (LLM) architecture,
ecosystems partnerships,
talent, and responsible Al
frameworks.

“Clients today understand
the massive opportunity that
generative Al can bring to op-
timise and reinvent their busi-
ness, opening up new avenues
for growth. However, to har-
ness the full potential of their
Al investments, they need to
be value-led in every business
capability they choose to rein-
vent with generative Al,” said
Senthil Ramani, global lead -
Dataand Al, Accenture.

\




HE year 2023 is well nigh over.
Hasn't it whizzed by all too
fast? Even as it has, if I am to
look for one phrase that has
had the global world of busi-
ness engrossed this year, there
is no contender to match arti-
ficial intelligence. Al has promised the
moon and delivered the entire solar sys-
tem. This baby has grown up to be an ani-
mal all its own. It has delivered. It has
morphed. In terms of ability, speed and a
360-degree embrace of all kinds of busi-
nesses. Al today works as a key compo-
nent in the much-touted Israeli Iron Dome
as well as in the advertising industry,
which has typically touted that human
creative can never be replaced by
machine creative.

What then is Al and what is its prom-
ise? The answer is simple. When your
computer (a&nd remember your smart
phone is one) is able to fulfil tasks just
like you do, sentient Al has arrived, Al is
the ability of a machine to learn just like
you and I; more so its ability to keep
learning continuously. Add to it the abil-
ity to excel in repetitive chores, Add the
lack of bias. Garnish it with speed, and
you have a potent cocktail of what's go-
ing to rule us and our imagination in the
future, starting 2024. The future, in many
ways, is already here.

The year gone by has seen me working
closely with Al applications in many
businesses. For this piece, I will take the
friendly industry of advertising that all
of us understand. We are a generation
exposed to advertising of every kind all
the time. Let me tell you the learnings
from my work in this space.

Al is inevitable in the most creative of

creative enterprises, advertising includ-
ed. I see the advertising agency broadly
involved in two efforts. One is creating
the advertising. The other is distributing
it. While the first is called the creative,
the second is media. Both spaces are be-
ing significantly impacted by Al. Both
are led by the magic algorithm that sets
aside pure human effort and replaces big
chunks of it with machine effort. As of
today, Al is a subset of human effort. Ex-
pect it to become the superset as ma-
chine learning gains traction and the
machine gets to be as sentient as the cre-
ative copy-writer in the agency of yore
(that is, 2023). Al in an ad agency will
mean more precise work, more measur-
able outcomes and work that gets pro-
gressively corrected on-the-go, faster
than ever, for better business results.

Industries are using artificial intelligence to deliver tasks
with precision and speed. It's upending a lot of well-laid
processes. Even creative professions are not immune

HOW Al WILL
SOON CHANGE
THE AD WORLD

i

HARISH
BIJOOR

. Al is taking gut-feel out of advertising
work. This in itself is gut-wrenching for
the creative soul. Lord Leverhulme (and
John Wanamaker after him) once com-
Dl&l.l:IEd, “Half the money I spend on ad-
vertising is wasted, the trouble is I don’t
Kknow which half.”

Machine learning (ML) today already
knows which half of expenditure is not
working, and is displaying the ability to
do a quick and automated re-adjustment
of media expenditure and choices. And
this data trawl is not old. It’s as current
as 5 days young. And this is seen tobe a
real-time business- enhancing process
by brand and marketing companies that
use the advertising agency to do just
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that. The advertising agency needs to be
ready for this upheaval.

Al is making deep inroads in creative
copy testing formats basis ML. Algorith-
mic re-compositions are the norm. Al is
today able to tell us which key words
work best in the advertising for a cate-
gory of detergent in India. First, it does
360-degree work and checks out the top
10 campaigns that have worked beauti-
fully for brands in the category in recent
history. It throws up words and phrases,
just as it identifies visuals that have
clicked with consumers, language that
has worked, jingles that have scored and
key brand propositions that have
worked. Simultaneously, it checks out

everything that has not worked. At the
end of this exercise, the machine tells us
what to do and what not to. What high
ground must the brand take in terms of
its creative articulation of the key brand
proposition? And what must it avoid? No
guesswork here. Pure math. A bit of
chemistry. And no biology (of the
gut-feel kind) at all.

Al within advertising agencies is
working on a key theme put forth by Yu-
val Noah Harari, who said that the oper-
ating system of humans is language.
Words make language. Within the con-
text of the advertising agency and my
recent research, I have a clear case for
action in the evolving space of this oper-
ating system at the receiving end of ad-
vertising communications. I have re-
search evidence that has probed the
realm of words. Which words cause what
action among consumers? Which words
cause awareness enhancements for the
brand? Which cause to build a flaming
desire for the product or service? Which
cause the action of sale? And which
cause for the very important satisfaction
cue, which is important for a repur-
chase? Al is also asking whether the en-
tire gamut of the AIDAS words— aware-
ness, inte ‘est, desire, action and '
satisfaction—must feature in a single
piece of communication. Must you also
use the word that is applicable to all, or
a word that is applicable to the highest
common denominator consumer, or
must you take the path of least resist-
ance and advertise to the lowest? Inter-
esting questions. The answers vary cat- -

‘egory to category, case to case.

At the end of the Al journey in the -
wonderland of advertising, we will soon
have what I will call dashboard advertis-
ing. The heart of all work will be the ma-
chine. An intuitive and sentient ma-
chine. The machine with a dashboard
that will be run by a human.

All this human has to do is to push
those virtual buttons. The machine will
tell you the keywords, key visuals, key .
moods, key time movements and more. -
You can then decide whether the copy will -
be written by man or machine. Whether
all the work that follows is to be done by -
man or the beast. The Al beast. Knowing *
all the angst these written words of mine
will cause among advertising folk, we -
might as well call the machine “The
Beast’. Don’t call me one though.

Don't shoot me. I am only
the messenger.

( harishbijoor@hotmail.com) '



Cyberattack hits
majority of gas
stations across Iran

TEHRAN, AP/PTI

early 70% of Iran’s gas
stations went out of

service on Monday fol-
lowing possible sabotage —a
reference to cyberattacks, Ira-
nian state TV reported. .

The report said a “software
problem” caused theirregular-
ity in the gas stations. It urged
people not to rush to the sta-
tionsthatwere still operational.

Israeli media, including the
Times of Israel, blamed the
- problemonanattackbyahack-
er group dubbed “Gonjeshke
“ Darande” or predatorysparrow.
State TV quoted a statement by
the Oil Ministry as saying more
than 30% of gas stationsremain
inservice. The countryhassome
33,000 gas stations.

Inrecentyears, Iranhasseen
a series of cyberattacks on its
filling stations, railway system
and industries. Surveillance

cameras in government build-
ings, including prisons, have

also been hacked in the past.

In 2022, the Gonjeshke Da-
rande group hacked a major
steel company in the south-
west of the country. A cyberat-
tack on Iran’s fuel distribution
system in 2021 paralyzed gas
stations across the country,
leading to long lines of angry
motorists. The hacking group
claimed responsibility for the
attack on fuel pumps.

The country disconnected
much of its government infra-
structure from the internet

after the Stuxnet computer

virus —widely believed to be a
joint US-Israelicreation —dis-
rupted thousands of Iranian
centrifuges in the country’s
nuclear sitesin the late 2000s.

Iran, long sanctioned by
the West, faces difficulties in
getting up-to-date hardware
and software, often relying
on Chinese-manufactured
electronics or older systems

no longer being patched by
manufacturers.




Al can create more jobs than it
potentially eliminates: TechM’s Gurnani

Reuters
BENGALURU

Generative Al technology
can create more jobs than
it is expected to eliminate,
Tech Mahindra’s outgoing
CEO said, even as its ability
to wreck the job market
has been discussed widely
on social media sites.

“The use cases of Gener-
ative Al are still being de-
fined, which means that it
has the potential to create
more job opportunities in
the future. Undoubtedly,
the possibilities are just
opening, and there is more
to come,” C.P. Gurnani told
Reuters in an interview.

Al technologies such as
OpenAl's ChatGPT and
Google’s Bard have taken

M
K

C.P. Gurnani

the world by storm in the
past year with their uncan-
nily human-like responses
and the ability to write eve-
rything from novels and
poems to complex compu-
ter code.

While some top indus-
try executives have dis-
cussed the potential loss of
around a third of jobs due

to the impact of the tech-
nology, Mr. Gurnani, one
of the longest-serving CE-
Os in the Indian informa-
tion technology sector, in-
sisted that skilled people
will not be replaced.

“New jobs will also get
created. The market will
expand,” he said, joining
the likes of Infosys co-foun-
der NR Narayana Murthy,
who has said that coders
losing jobs to Gen Al tools
such as ChatGPT will “nev-
er happen.”

ECB, ILO estimates

Estimates on job losses due
to generative Al vary. Re-
cent research from the Eu-
ropean Central Bank and
the International Labour
Organization said there

hasn’t been significant job
loss due to Gen Al-enabled
automation so far.

Mr. Gurnani also urged
young engineers to adapt
to the changing world and
invest more time in inde-
pendently learning new
skills. “Infosys or Tech Ma-
hindra setting up learning
campuses, those days are
over,” said Mr. Gurnani.

Infosys has one of the
world’s largest corporate
training centres in Mysuru.

For Indian IT compa-
nies, this could signify a
fundamental shift in their
operational model.

Traditionally, compa-
nies hired graduates from
campuses and provided
training before deploying
them on projects.
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Covid cases on the rise, Centre issues
advisory to states for stringent vigil

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ NewDelhi

AMID a surge in Covid-19 cases
globally, including in India, the
Centre on Monday has issued
an advisory to states, urging
them to closely monitor and
stay vigilant.

Kerala, having identified In-
dia’s initial case of the JN.1
subvariant, along with states
like Tamil Nadu and Karnata-
ka, has implemented various
measures to address the esca-
lating outbreak. Karnataka has
mandated mask-wearing for in-
dividuals over 60 and those
with co morbidities.

The health ministry, in its ad-
visory, stressed the critical
need to sustain continuous vig-
ilance at all levels, considering
the evolving behaviour of the
Covid-19 virus in Indian condi-
tions and the presence of other
common pathogens.

In a letter to states and Un-
ion Territories, Health Secre-
tary Sudhansh Pant under-
scored the importance of
sustained cooperation between
the Central and state govern-
ments, which has contributed
to maintaining a consistently
low trajectory.
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On Monday; India’s Covid-19

active caseload rose to 1,828,
while one death was recorded
in Kerala, where JN.1 sub vari-
ant has been detected in a wom-
an, the first in the country.

It clarified that it is currently

unknown if the JN.1 subvari-

ant causes different symptoms
from other Covid-19 variants,
and there is no evidence sug-
gesting increased severity,

 DIRECTIONS COME AMID CHANGING
BEHAVIOUR OF COVID VIRUS IN COUNTRY

L& r' of ~ WHO underscores
5 ¥ S the evolving
. natureof the
. virus and urges
- member
. Countries to
. continue robust -
~ surveillance
and sequence
| sharlna ;

- Simultaneously, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
emphasised the evolving nature
of the virus and encouraged
member states to continue ro-
bust surveillance and sequence
sharing. In a video, Maria Van
Kerkhove, WHO’s Covid-19 tech-
nical lead, explained the factors
contributing to recent surges

and recommended precautions
to be taken globa]ly
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By analysing extensive data. predictive models
can identify individuals prone to cardiovascular
issues. Speaking to Kavita Bajeli-Datt.

Dr Bharat Kukretl, director and head of
cardiology, Paras Health, Gurugram, says early
identification empowers proactive measures to
prevent disease orset, ensuring longer,
healthier lives and reducing the societal
burden of heart disease.

® What role does predictive cardiol-
Oogy play in identifying and preventing
heart diseases?

Predictive cardiology is pivotal in identify-
Ing and preventing heart disezses before

- their symptematic imanifestation. Its sig-
nificance lies in early risk assessment and

intervention. Traditional healthcare often

- diagnoses heart diseases at advanced stag-

es, limiting treatment efficacy Predictive
models use comprehensive evaluations of
medical history, lifestyle, genetics, and as-
sociated conditions like diabetes and hyper-

tension to assess an individual's risk. By
analvzing diverse factors, these models of-
fer personalized risk assessments, estimat-
ing the likelihood of cardiac events over the
nextdecade. Early identification empowers
proactive measures such as lifestyle modi-
fications, medications, and tailored inter-
ventions to prevent disease onset, ensuring
longer, healthier lives and reducing the so-
cietal burden of heart disease.

® What are the advantages offered by
advanced predictive techniques?
Cutting-edge predictive techniques in car-
diology include machine learning algo-
rithms, artificial intelligence (AI) and pre-
dictive analytics. These advanced tools
analyze vast datasets, integrating medical
records, genetic predispositions, lifestyle
factors, and more to forecast an individu-
al’s cardiovascular risk. Machine learning
models can predict outcomes, identify pat-
terns, and provide personalized risk assess-

ments, alluwing for early intervention
strategies tailored to an individual’s spe-
cific needs.

® Can this improve efficiency of the
healthcare system?

Implementing predictive cardiology strate-
gies offers multifaceted benefits on a na-
tional scale. By identifying high-risk indi-
viduals early and initiating targeted
interventions, these strategies re-
duce the overall burden on
healthcare systems. Proactive
management leads to de-
creased medical expenses, less
stress on patients, and im-

% How does it contribute to early risk-
assessment?
Predictive analytics, coupled with techno-
logical advancements, facilitates compre-
hensive risk assessment. By analysing ex-
tensive data, predictive models identify
individuals prone to cardiovascular issues.
These models offer personalized interven-
tions, including lifestyle modifications,
personalized medication plans, and on-
going monitoring. Early identifica-
tion and tailored interventions
empower individuals to proac-
tively manage their heart
health, potentially preventing
the onset or progression of car-

proved quality of life. Moreo- diovascular diseases.

ver, these strategies enhance

healthcare system efficiency by ® How long will it take for
focusing resources unm 1:1;11:-;3;;r predictive cardiology to
ventive measures, result be integrated into

in a healthier and more pro- | __ RVIEW healthcare practices?
ductive population. DR BHARAT KUKRET! The future of predictive car-

diology holds promise in terms of accessi-
bility. affordability and integration into
routine healthcare practices. Advance-
ments in technology may streamline pre-
dictive models, making them more acces-
sible to a broader population. Increased
accessibility coupled with enhanced accu-
racy will likely make these predictive tools
more affordable, contributing to their wide-
spread adoption. Furthermore, ongoing re-
search and development may integrate pre-
dictive cardiology seamlessly into routine
healthcare practices, making proactive
heart health management a standard part
of healthcare protocols. Predictive cardiol-
ogy stands as a beacon of hope, transform-

ing the landscape of heart health manage-

ment. By harnessing technology,
comprehensive assessments, and early in-
terventions, it promises longer, healthier
lives and a more efficient healthcare sys-

tem, making it a cornerstone of proactive

healtheare initiatives globally.
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Ministry issues advisory to
States in view of detection of
the new JN.I variant in India

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has asked all States to
maintain a constant vigi-
lance over the COVID-19
situation in the country in
view of the upcoming fes-
tive season and the recent
surge in cases in some
parts of the country. The
alert comes following the
detection of the country’s
first case of the new JN.1
variant of COVID-19 in
Kerala.

“COVID-19 virus conti-
nues to circulate and its
‘epidemiology behaviour’
gets settled with Indian
weather conditions. This
coupled with circulation of
other wusual pathogens
makes it important that we
keep up the momentum of
effectively dealing with the
challenges in  public
health,” Union Health Se-

The alert comes following the
detection of the JN.1 variant of
COVID-19 in Kerala. FILE PHOTO

cretary Sudhansh Pant said
in a written communica-
tion to stakeholders on
Monday. He said that ow-
ing to consistent and col-
laborative actions between
the Centre and the State
governments, India had
been able to sustain the
trajectory at sustainable
low rates.

The States are advised
to put in place requisite pu-
blic health measures and
other arrangements to

“minimise risk of increase +
in transmission by adhe-
rence to maintenance of
respiratory hygiene,” the
Ministry noted.

The States have been
urged to ensure com-
pliance with the detailed
‘Operational Guidelines for
Revised Surveillance Stra-
tegy’ for COVID-19 and to
monitor and report dis-
trict-wise influenza-like ill-
ness (ILI) and severe acute
respiratory illness (SARI)
cases in all health facilities
on a regular basis, includ-
ing in the Integrated
Health Information Plat-
form (IHIP) portal, for de-
tecting the early rising
trend of cases.

The Ministry said adeq-
uate testing should be con-
ducted in all the districts
following COVID-19 testing
guidelines and the share of
RT-PCR and antigen tests
maintained.



No uptick in COVID-19 cases: Kerala Health Minister

Nandakumar T.
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Dismissing reports about a
spike in COVID-19 cases in
Kerala as baseless, State
Health Minister Veena Ge-
orge said on Monday that
the efficient surveillance
mechanism in the State
had helped to identify the
lone case of infection by
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Veena George

the JN.1 variant.

The casualties reported
were due to comorbidities
and not COVID infection,
she said in response to
Leader of the Opposition

V.D. Satheesan’s allegation
that the State government
had failed to contain the
spread of the virus.

She said the situation
was being closely moni-
tored to detect any abnor-
mal increase in the use of
ICU beds and ventilators.

“The government had
swung into action as soon
as the number of cases
started showing an upward
trend. An alert was issued
and containment measures
were initiated. Only one of
the samples from patients

sent for whole genome se-
quencing returned positive
for JN.1. The patient has
since recovered after treat-
ment at home.”

Ms. George said Singa-
pore had detected the JN.1
variant in 15 travellers from
India over the last few
months. “It shows that this
COVID variant is present in
other States.”

The Minister said the
availability of isolation
wards, rooms, oxygen
beds, ICU beds and ventila-
tors was being monitored

and reviewed on a regular
basis. “An online mock drill
involving 1,192 government
and private hospitals in the
State was conducted from
December 13 to 16 and
1,957 oxygen beds, 2,454
ICU beds and 937 ICU beds
with ventilator have been
kept ready.”

A press note quoting her
said some people were try-
ing to create unnecessary
panic among the public by
spreading misinformation
about a spike in COVID cas-
es.



Customised mRNA is the next
frontier in personalised medicine

Because it is so easy to change the mRNA recipes, cancer vaccines can be part of a personalised medicine plan where doctors sample a patient’s

tumour, sequence key genes and adjust the mRNA treatment to incdude recipes specific to that patient’s cancer

e Hilliker

hile using mRNA as
medicine is new, mRENA
has been inside you for
your entire life. The cells

in your body create mRNAs that serve as
instructions to make specific proteins you
need to function, Researchers can create
new mRNAs to correct those instructions
when they aren't working.

L am a molecular biologist who studies
how cells control their mRNAs to make
the proteins they need, a basic question
of how life works at the cellular level.
While most scientists studying mRNAs are
not creating new drugs, this fundamental
understanding of how mRNA works laid
the foundation for other scientists to
create effective mRNA medicines like
COVID-19 vaccines.

By tweaking these instructions,
scientists can create powerful new
medicines to repair a variety of problems
inyour cells,

What does mRNA do?

To understand what the mRNAs in your
cells are doing for you, let's start with its
more well-known relative, DNA,

DNA is like a set of cookbooks full of
different recipes, or genes, 1o make
proteins, People make about 100,000
different proteins that are essential for
normal function, such as breaking down
nutrients and carrying out other
important chemical reactions,

When cells need to make one of those
proteins, they don't read the recipe
directly from DNA. Instead, they make a
copy in the form of a similar molecule -
that's the mRNA. The “m" stands for
messenger, as mENA contains the
message, or recipe, that codes for a
protein, About one-third of a cell's energy
is devoted to malntaining the proteins you
need, so cells are well equipped to
recognise, use and then destroy mRNA
once it's no longer needed.

The language of mRNA is made of four
building blocks called nucleotides,
nicknamed A, U, C and G, The recipe to
make a protein contains only three-letter
words, meaning there are just 64 possible
words, Sclentists know exactly which
waords correspond to each protein
bullding block, so they can easily read an
mBENA recipe and know what protein will
be made. Mutations in the DNA cookbook
can alter or delete an mRNA recipe,
leading to disease-causing mistakes in
critical proteins.

Why do mENAs make great medicineg?
While mRENA has been within us all along,
it took decades of research for sclentists
to understand how cells recognise mRNA
and use it to make protein, But it
eventually became clear that mENA could
be a powerful medical tool,

Since scientists understand how
mRNAs code for proteins, they can easily
create recipes for any protein. These
recipes can be edited to meet the needs of
the patient, whether this means providing
a whole new mRNA recipe or tweaking an
existing one to make a slight variation of
the protein,

Producing mRNA treatments s also
scalable because sclentists can make large
amounts of mRNA in the lab. The method
to make one mRNA is the same for all
mENAs, unlike typical drugs where each
compound has its own unique chemistry
and requires different manufacturing

One of the advantages of mRMA is its scalability. DRAFTER1 YDIGI TALISION VECTORS VIA GETTY IMAGES

methods. It's like learning how to make
risotto: Once you've learned the basic
recipe, you can make endless variations.

Another benefit of using mRNAs as
drugs are cells' natural ability to destroy
them when they aren't needed. Since
mRNAs aren’t permanent, doses can be
easily changed to meet the changing
needs of the patient.

mRNA vaccines beyond COVID-19

The COVID-19 vaccines from Moderna
and Phzer-BloNTech are the first
mRNA-based medicines to gain FDA
approval. When these vaccines are
injected into your arm, the mRNA is
absorbed into some of vour cells, which
read the mRNA recipe and make the spike
protein the virus uses to invade cells. Your
immune system recognises this spike
protein as foreign and makes antibodies
that prepare your body to attack the virus
if you encounter it kter.

These mRNA vaccines demonstrate the
Hexibility of mRNA-based therapies. As
the virus that causes COVID-19 mutates,
new viral variants can evade existing
antibodies and cause new waves of
liness.

However, sclentists are able to
sequence new mRNA recipes based on
these variants and tweak the vaccine
recipes to match them. Boosters
containing these edited recipes teach
your body to make new antibodies that
target the latest versions of the virl spike

tein.

There are already clinical trials
underway for other mRNA-based
vaccines, including vaccines for seasonal
flu, herpes and respiratory syncytial
virus.

There are also many more vaccines in
earlier stages of development to combat
diseases like norovirus, Lyme disease,
Zika and shingles.

While mRNA has been within us all
along, it took decades of rescarch for
scientists to understand how cells
recognise mRNA and use it 1o make
protein

mRNA as treatment lor disease

The potential for mRNA-based medicine
extends beyond vaccines to prevent
infectious disease. One example is the use
of mRNA to treat cancer.

Some mRNA cancer treatments work
like vaccines by training your immune
system to specifically target cancer cells.
As cancer cells grow, they rapidly gain
mutations in many genes. Cancer
vaccines contain mRNA recipes based on
mutations cormmonly found in certain
types of tumours. When injected into the
body, the mRNAs from the vaccines allow
normal cells to make those mutated
proteins and broadcast them to the
immune system, ramping up production
of antibodies. These antibodies bind
cancer cells and mark them for immune
attack.

Finding the correct protein target for a
given cancer is essential. Ideally, the
target Is unigque to the cancer cell so the
immune system doesn't attack healthy
cells. The target protein should also be
easy for the immune system to sense,
making surface proteins good targets,
Cancer vaccines, like BioNTech's BNT-111
for melanoma, target the most common
cancer mutations in the hope of helping
many patients, But patients won't benefit
from the treatment if their cancer cells
don't have those particular mutations.

Because it is 50 easy to change the
mRNA recipes, cancer vaccines can be
part of a personalised medicine plan
where doctors sample a patient's tumour,
sequence key genes and adjust the mENA
treatment to include recipes specific to
that patient’s cancer. Clinical trials using
this personalised approach for pancreatic
cancer are underway.

Future of mRNA-based medicine
Many diseases arise from cells making the
wrong protein, a mutant version of
protein or o little of the normal protein.
If scientists can deliver a corrected
version of the mRNA recipe to enough
affected cells, then the mRNA will provide
the means to make the proper protein.

Scientists are exploring the use of
mRNA to treat heart disease,
nevrodegenerative disease, bone loss and
much more. Although most of these
studies are still very early in
development, they provide hope for
future treatments using mRNA for protein
replacement therapies.

For example, one mRNA
increases the formation of new blood
vessels, which can improve wound
healing in diabetic patients who have
poor blood circulation and higher
amputation risks. Another example is
using mRNAS to treal propionic
acidaemia, a disease where children have
low levels of two liver proteins that
normally prevent toxic by-products from
building up in the body.

The ability to easily customise and
produce mENA increases their potential
as effective, personalised theraples - with
fewer side effects - that can help many

le.

{Angie Hilliker is associate professor of
biology, University of Richmond. This
article is republished from The
Conversation.)
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B2B ecommerce platform
Udaan sacks 120, to focus

on profitable growth

UMA KANNAN @Bengalury
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DAYS after raising $340 million
in Series E round, B2B ecom-
merce platform Udaan has fired
nearly 120 employees. |

According to sources, the
start-up is now focused on en-
hancing its growth and hence
job cuts. 3 St

A spokesperson from Udaan

confirmed the develop- %

ment and said, “Over

the last few years, we |

have made significant

investments tobuilda T

solid and sustainable
business. We believe in
efficiency as a driver of
profitable growth and are con-
tinuously making efforts to en-
hance efficiency, grow business
sustainably and further im-
" prove customer experience.”

- Udaan said it has made sig-
nificant progress in building a
profitable business and contin-
ues to make relevant interven-
tions to its already proven busi-
ness model. “However, these

interventions have also result-

- ed in some redundancies in the

system,” it said. ;

" The platform said it is pro-
viding support to the impacted
employees. This is the compa-
ny’s third round of layoffs as
previously in two rounds, it -
fired about 550 employees. Cur-

rently, the platform employs

‘about 1,600 people. In Septem-

ber, it announced organi-
sational changes and as

W  partof it, the platform’s

- essential business, en-
- compassing FMCQG, sta-
ples, and pharma cate-
gories have been
- consolidated with the dis- .
cretionary business, which in-
cludes general merchandise,
lifestyle and electronics
categories. |
After raising funds, Vaibhav
Gupta, co-founder and CEO,
Udaan said, “It enables our con-
tinugd journey of growth and
profitability, positioning us
well to be public-market ready
in the next 12-18 months.”




Lowriseis the new high in real estate

ANEEKA CHATTERIEE & AYUSHMAN BARUAH

| 2023, approximately 8,610 were

3-5percent. Villas are often
purchased as second homes or
investment properties.”
According to Delhi-based real
estate developer Anant Raj, the

Bengaluru, 18 December  villas. Thisindicatesagradual = ° desire for standalone houses or

i increase from 8,420 villaunitsin G A I N l N G G R 0 U N D villas hasexperienced notable
Luxury real estate buyersin India - 2022 0f 357,640 units launched. : | growthinrecentyears, particularly
are increasingly favouring more Several developersare now B, 610 5 6, 21}0 within gated residential projects
spaciousand horizontal structures, | offeringvilla options acrosscities Villas unveiled | Units sold in that provide a raft of amenities.
suchasvillasand independent . fordiscerningbuyers. Interestingly, across the top | Bengaluru | AmansSarin, directorandchief

O
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houses, overhighriseapartments. | villasaremore popularamong seven citiesin ! and 1 i executive officer (CEO) of Anant Raj,
Thisshiftisdrivenbyapursuitofa | buyersinTier-Iland Tier-Il cities the firstnine | Hyderabad 1 { shared, “Weare currently developing
superior lifestyle and aninnate | thaninthetopsevencities— ' 48 | anextensivetownship ofover200
desiretobegroundedinanowned | Mumbai Metropolitan Region =4 | | acresthatincorporates both highrise
plot ofland. . (MMR), Delhi-National Capital 1 I8 | and lowrise residential buildings,

Villas, situated within gated . Region, Pune, Hyderabad, Chennai, # complemented by independent villas
housingsocieties, have gained Bengaluru, and Kolkata. ' offerings are dedicated to % 4BESN b axinkiely oo per o
popularity asa property type, Southern cities within the top indepe;dent villas and plots i nfnumveraﬂoﬂ”epngsarededmated
witnessing strongtractiondueto seven, in particular, display ahigher ¢ v toindependent villasand plots.”

Concorde Group in Bengaluru,
where villas contribute to S0 per
cent of its overall sales, has seena 30
percentincrease in villasales.
compared to before the pandemic.

AnilR G, MD of Concorde,
highlighted, “More people are
choosing to buy land for villas rather
than apartments, with a1:2 ratio.

elevated aspirations and the need for
more living space. While apartments
remain a popularchoice, villas are
constructed in niche and exclusive
areas, providing privacy along with
world-class amenities centred on
wellness, leisure, and comfort.
Typically, these villas feature
modern architecture, are double-

demand forvillas, driven by the
preference forland ownership.
Santhosh Kumar, vice-chairman .
of Anarock Group, said, “Of the
villas launched in the nine months
0f2023, nearly 73 per cent, or
approximately 6,240 units, werein
Bengaluruand Hyderabad together.
Interestingly, Kolkata saw the third-

e SR

a 30% increase in villa
sales compared to before
the pandemic

FEC- e S =

thesurgein demaﬁd tokey factors
such asenhanced privacy, lifestyle
changes, increased income levels,

adaptation to hybrid living has
prompted affluent homebuyers and
investors to invest in villa homes.

A ——

storeyed, and offerthelatestluxury | highestsupply (approximately960 | anaffinitytowardsgated = Independent villasare _ Many are interested in villa plots,
lifestyle amenities. ' units). Asexpected, MMR had the .communities, and a desire for characterised by spacious layouts, where buyers can customise and
Accordingtoreal estate - least new supply (merely16 units)of | spaciousluxury. private outdoor spaces, greenliving, | buildtheirown homes... Thetrend
consultancy Anarock, ofthe 328,400 ' villasinthe period.” Niranjan Hiranandani, multi-utility space, and exclusive is more noticeable in suburbs than
units launched acrossthetopseven | HiranandaniGroup, a leading managing director (MD) of amenities. Sales are gradually in urban areas where you get more

citiesin the first nine months of ' playerin cateringtovillas, attributes | HiranandaniGroup, said, “The pickingupinthissegmentatnearly | land forthesame cost.” o
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Tax mop-up may exceed target by Z1.5 lakh cr

Net direct tax mop-up jumps 20.66%, gross GST collection crossed Z1.6 lakh crore mark for sixth month in FY24

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhl

IF direct tax collection and GST
numbers are anything to go by,
the government is likely to ex-
ceed its gross tax collection tar-
get of ¥33 lakh crore in the cur-
rent financial year.

The tax collection trends
show that the government can
easily collect upwards of ¥34.5
lakh crore in gross taxes in the
current financial year.
© The buoyancy in tax collec-
tion so far has been driven by
direct taxes,.and goods and
services tax (GST) collections.
Provisional net direct tax col-
lections have shown a 20.66%
year-on-year jump till Decem-
~ ber 17, 2023, in the current fi-
nancial year.

Net collections (net of re-
funds) were at ¥13.7 lakh crore
in FY24 compared to T11.35
lakh crore in the correspond-
ing period of the preceding fi-
nancial year.

Corporation taxes accounted

for ¥6,94,798 crore (net of re-
fund) and personal income tax
including securities transac-
tion tax (STT) were at 26,72,962
crore (net of refund).

The government has budget-
ed for ¥18.22 lakh crore from
direct taxes in the financial
year 2023-24 (FY24). In a state-
ment issued on Monday, the

stood about 5.4 lakh crore,
which is 14% higher than the
current financial year. The
government has budgeted for
¥9.56 lakh crore from CGST.
Monthly GST collection in
November was at ¥1.68 lakh
crore. It is for the sixth time
that gross monthly GST collec-
tion has crossed ¥1.601akh crore
mark in FY24. The finance min-

ister Nirmala Sitharaman re-
cently said that the average
gross monthly collection in the
current financial year has been
X1.66 lakh crore compared to
¥1.5 lakh crore in FY23.

The same buoyancy, though
has not been witnessed in cus-
toms and excise duty collec-
tions. Customs duty col-

Central Board of Direct 88, lections have largely
Taxes (CBDT) said that & TA X B been stagnant with to-
refunds amounting to » tal collections at ¥1.24
225,251 crore have also & lakh crore till Octo-
been issued in the FY24 ber 2023 compared to
" till December 17, 2023. ¥1.23 lakh crore in the
Meanwhile, Central GST corresponding period
collections till November 2023  last year

Excise duty collections by
the central government have
fallen YoY with Z1.5 lakh crore
collected in the first seven
months of FY24 compared to
¥1.65 lakh crore during the
same period last year. But the
moderate collections in cus-
toms and excise duty would
llkelyf be made good by buoy-
ancy in direct taxes and GST.

|
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REMAINS BIG O
SMALL CARS

The volumes are too large to ignore, and
electric could change the game soon

SOHINI DAS
Mumbai, 18 December

t the end of October, whiledeclaring its
financial results, Maruti Suzuki India
Lid (MSIL) reported thatsharpgrowth
initsutility vehicle (UV)saleshadtaken
its revenue and net profit to record levels.
However, Chairman R C Bhargavachoseto
speak passionately about small cars, which
had shown adropina rising market.

“Without growthat the entry leveland the
small carsegment ina market like India,
sustained high levelsof growthinthe carindustry
are very unlikely,” Bhargavasaid.

MSIL, the quintessential maker of small cars,
has not fallen short oftaking a bet on small
hatchbacksevenwhenthereseemsiobea
structural shift in the Indian market towards
larger cars. Hatchbacksenjoyed a 46 percent

share of the passengervehicle market in 2018-19. It
came down to 344 percent in 2022-23, Passenger
vehicles consist of passenger cars — hatchbacks

and sedans — and utility vehicles.

However, in terms of absolute numbers, sales
of hatchbacks increased from 1,151,765 units in
2021-22101,338,636 unitsin 2022-23.

Shashank Srivastava, senior executive officer,
marketing andsales, MSIL, believesthatin Fy24
this numberis likely totouch L2 millionunits —a
slight decline, butstill atidy number.

“Itisstill a substantial volume. MSIL sold
946,000 passenger cars in FY23, whichis more
thanits nearest rival’stotal sales for that year,”
Srivastavasays. The sheer volumes, according to
him, are the reason why no manufacturer can
completely ignore thissegment.

“By 2030-31, around 25 per cent of the
passenger vehicle market would be passenger
cars. Involume terms it would be 1.5 million to
1.6 million cars if we consider the passenger
vehicle market to be 6 million units,” he says.

First-time fervour
MSIL’s optimismstems from the fact that 65 per
cent of India’s population isunder 35 years of age

VO I-U M E GAM E ® Hatches = Sedans ® Passenger cars ~ Passenger vehicles
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and around 45 per cent of carbuyers are still first-
time buvers. “Westill don't have an evolved public
transport system and the need for private mobility
is high. Many cannot afford a higher-end vehicle.
Therefore, asthe economy grows, we are
expecting thissegment will make a comeback,”
Srivastavasays.

Not everyone ison the same page. Inarecent
interview with CNBC-TV18, Shailesh Chandra,
managing director, Tata Motors Passenger Vehi-
cles and Tata Passenger Electric Mobility, said the
54 percentdrop insales of entry-level cars in July-
September this year should worry autc majors.

2020-21

(In units)

-

KRB IE§ 2 n
2 g 58 8 %

20-22 2022-113

"Itisdefinitely a cause for concern for players
strongin hatchback and sedan segments,”
Chandra had said,.” This is becausethereisa
continuous gravitation of demand towards SUVs
— sedans and hatchbacks will be under pressure.”

Srivastava, however, reasonsthatall car
companies may not remain committed rothis
segment because their volumes donot sustain the
unit economics. Several carmakers pulled rhe

plugontheirsmall car models in the last few years.

Volkswagen stopped the Polo, Nissan nolonger
makes the Micra, Hyundai does not make the
Santroanymore, and Maruti discontinued

the Alto 800,

Puneet Gupta, director-mobility, S&P Global,
says several factors have played a role in the
decline of the small car market. “For starters,
prices of cars have gone up by 40to 45 percentin
the last few years owing tochanges in safety
regulations, emission norms, etc. The gap
between the price of arwo-wheeler and anentry
level carisgoing upsteadily. Gone arethe days
when one could afford a carstarting att3 lakh or
50," Guptatells Business Stundard

Y doar
! 1 50e

Sincea large portion o T
ol first-time buyers, the sl

intoplay, “Asthe new cargees tut of tnsr

many are goinge fora s car insteas

carmarket has also becorme i
Many are now switching trorn

I Is

used car, premium hatchor sedan
upgracte toamini SEV Cauprtasas
Indeed, market sources say fher
growth insalesof rrini-SUVS, sucha
and Hyundai’s Exter
Asenforexecutive witha
Indian market, in some aspeuts

LT
Ihi

way as Europe. "Europe also wit s
preference for bigger cars, At presont, e ke

priceofacarin India has gone upfroen
fewyearsbackto around 210 ki, -

opting togo forabiggercar with betrer sals

Ll ITlasf BeS

features,” he says. However, he also paoirits
Europe is now witnessing a revivil of the sroall

electric car.
India may godown the same lane

Guptaof S&PGlobal agrees. “Eventually
lightweight, tech-savvy glectnic cars rmady
popularin India. That could trigger the reviv
the small car inthis market,” he says, addina
thisis more likelytohappenaround 2050,

battery prices come down.

Electriccharge

Somecompaniesare already racing down il
electriclane, French automaker Renault &n

smmiall car Kwid is losing salesevery monti

considering bringing ina new electn.

available in Europe. For this, Renauit andi

Ar T
based on the Spring Electric architecture. wh

ner Nissan together plan toinvest $5.5040

Venkatram Mamillapalle. country

I
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executive officer(CEO) and managingg direct
Renault India, spokein August abaut planss
launch new vehicles in 2024, among ther

Spring-based electric car, which isJio
Kwidl. ltwould be made in Benawt s

There is indeed a market forsmall ele
usually as asecond carin the family. 1

demonstrated by Tara's Tlagoelectr
Comet, Others such as Mahindra and

sepment altogether.

“Whenvyouseerhe adoprion oy
feel the SLIV customerw
Many SUV customers are mulii-car
asare our MEM custonmiers, Hapesh
ecutive directoramd el of Auto ar
MEM. told Busiiess stancirid earlior
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Direct taxes swell, exceed 75% of BE

Net direct tax collections grew 20.7% by December 17 to cross X13.70 lakh crore; As of November 30, the net direct tax kitty

stood at ¥10.64 lakh crore or 58.34% of Budget estimate, so collections so [ar in December have swelled by ¥3.06 lakh crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia’s net direct tax
l collections had grown
20.7% by December 17
to cross ¥13.70 lakh crore,
the Finance Ministry said
on Monday, indicating that
75.15% of the year’s direct
tax target had been met.
As of November 30, the
net direct tax kitty stood at
310,64 lakh crore or
58.34% of Budget estimate,
so collections have risen by
¥3.06 lakh crore so far in
December as per the latest
provisional numbers.
“The net direct tax col-
lection of ¥13,70,388 crore

Healthy growth: Total advance tax collections so far this year
stand at 36,25,245 crore, reflecting a growth of 19.94%. FILE PHOTO

(as on 17.12.2023) includes
Corporation Tax (CIT) at
¥6,94,798 crore (net of re-
fund) and Personal Income
Tax (PIT) including Securi-

ties Transaction Tax (STT)
at ¥6,72,962 crore (net of
refund),” the ministry said.

Total Advance Tax col-
lections so far this year

122,000 crore of
refunds have been
effected in Dec., and
total tax refunds

stood at ¥2.25.251 cr.

stood at ¥6,25,249 crore,
reflecting a growth 19.94%
so far this year, with corpo-
rate taxes of ¥4.81,840
crore and personal income
tax of ¥1,43,404 crore.

A little over 22,000
crore of refunds have been
effected in December, as
per the ministry’s data
which showed total tax re-
funds stood at ¥2,25,251
crore as of Sunday, from

about ¥2.03 lakh crore by
November 30.

Gross direct tax collec-
tions stood at ¥15,95,639
crore, which included CIT
of ¥7,90,049 crore and
$8,02,902 crore from Per-
sonal Income Tax and Se-
curities Transaction Tax.

“Minor head-wise col-
lection comprises Advance
Tax of 36,25,249 crore; Tax
Deducted at Source of
¥7,70,606 crore; Self-As-
sessment Tax of $1,48,677
crore; Regular Assessment
Tax of 36,651 crore: and
Tax under other minor
heads of 14,455 crore,” the
Finance Ministry said in a
statement.

Capex loans to States yet to
hit half of FY24's 1.3 lakh cr.

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

With a little more than a
quarter to go in financial
year 2023-24, the Centre
has released less than half
of the ¥1.3 lakh crore allo-
cated for special assistance
loans to States to under-
take capital expenditure.

Four States — Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Punjab
and Manipur — have not
been given any funds as
they failed to meet the
specified eligibility criteria
under the scheme, which
provides 50-year interest-
free loans for State capex
and was introduced n the
midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020-21.

Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Punjab and
Manipur received no
funds as they failed
the eligibilitv criteria

While the scheme began
with an allocation of
¥12,000 crore, it was raised
to 15,000 crore in 2021-22,
States had availed almost
the entire allocations in
those two years.

In 202223, when the
outlay ~was increased
sharply to ¥1.07 lakh crore,
States availed a little over
81,000 crore.

By December 13, the
Centre had released
¥60,307.19 crore to States

as Special Assistance (loan)
for Capital Expenditure,
Minister of State for Fi-
nance Pankaj Chaudhary
informed the Lok Sabha in
response to a question.

Before their disqualifi-
cation this year, Andhra
Pradesh had availed 7,285
crore under the scheme,
while Kerala and Punjab
had utilised ¥2,222.7 crore
and ¥1,318.2 crore, respec-
tively, followed by Manipur
at almost ¥1,000 crore.

The States that have re-
ceived the highest amount
of funds as capex loans so
far in this financial year are
Uttar Pradesh (¥12,458.4
crore), Bihar (¥6,135.5
crore) and Madhya Pra-
desh (¥5,325.6 crore).

E-bus penetration in
India likely to double
next fiscal: CRISIL

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The share of electric buses
in new bus sales across In-
dia is expected to double to
8% next fiscal from 4% in
the last fiscal, driven by the
central government'’s focus
on decarbonising the pu-
blic transport sector and
favourable total cost of ow-
nership (TCO) for an e-bus
vis-a-vis buses run on other
fuels, CRISIL said in a
report.

On the government’s in-
itiative the rating agency
said efforts were underway
to deploy e-buses via ten-

ders already awarded un-
der the Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of (Hy-
brid and) Electric Vehicles,
or FAME, scheme and the
National Electric Bus Pro-
gramme (NEBP). And this
had created demand for
e-buses.

“Growth in e-buses is al-
so supported by favourable
ownership economics,”
observed Sushant Sarode,
Director, CRISIL Ratings.
“T'CO for e-bus is estimated
to be 15-20% lower than
ICE and CNG bus, over an
estimated life span of 15
years with breakeven in 6-7
years,” Mr. Sarode added.
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Understanding value investing: how it
works and brings in profits

Value investing is based on the premise that the price of an asset can vary widely from its intrinsic value, which is the discounted value of the likely

future cash flow from the asset. Benjamin Graham is considered to be the father of this styvle of investing

Prashanth Perumal

alue investing refers to a style

of investing that involves

buying assets such as stocks,

bonds, real estate etc, at a price
that Is below thelr intrinsic value hoping
to sell them at a higher price in the future.
Value investors believe that an asset’s
price, while it may fluctuate widely in the
short-run, will move towards its intrinsic
value In the long-run, Some value
Investors may also short assets that they
believe are trading at a price that is higher
than their intrinsic value hoping to make
a profit when its price drops.

American economist and value
investor Benjamin Graham, who is the
author of the classic 1949 book The
Intelligent Investor, Is considered to be the
father of value investing while American
billionaire investor Warren Buffett is seen
as o leading proponent of the value style
of investing.

How it works

Value investing is based on the premise
that the price of an asset can vary widely
from its intrinsic value, which is the
discounted value of the likely future cash
flow from the asset. For example, the

intrinsic value of a company's stock may
be 100 rupees per share, but it may be
trading at a market price of only 60
rupees. This disparity between the price
and the intrinsic value of an asset gives an
opportunity for value investors to buy the
asset at a price that is below its intrinslc
value, Over time, as more investors begin
to notice the gap between the price and
the intrinsic value of the asset, the price
of the asset is bid up towards its intrinsic
vitlue, This in turn allows value investors
who bought the asset when It was
underpriced to sell at a profit, So, a value
investor who bought the stock of a
company when it was undervalued at 60
rupees per share initfally could potentially
earn a profit of 40 rupees (or even more)
as the price of the stock is bid up by other
investors towards its intrinslc value of 100
rupees per share or higher, A value
investor generally sells an asset once its
price has exceeded its intrinsic value.
The philosophy of value investors
differs from that of efficient market
theorists who argue that the price at
which an asset is traded in the market
closely tracks its intrinsic value. Efficient
market theorists believe that markets are
o efficient that all information that is
relevant to an asset s quickly reflected in

its price, thus offering very litle
opportunity for value investors to
purchase undervalued assets, In fact,
many believe that vilue investing is dead
today because markets price in
information so quickly more often than
not, which makes it hard to spot good
buying opportunities in the modern
marlet,

Value investors, on the other hand,
believe that price and intrinsic value can
differ for long periods of time, thus
offering Investors opportunities to make
profits by buying assets below their
intrinsic value.

Judging intrinsic value

The price of an asset may differ from its
intrinsic value for various reasons. For
one, estimates of the intrinsic value of an
asset may vary depending on the opinions
of investors, For example, if the majority
of investors fail to expect a major rise in
the future cash flow of a company, they
may undervalue the company’s share and
hence be willing to pay only alow price
for it. This gives contrarian investors an
opportunity to buy the asset at a cheap
price, and sell it later when other
investors finally recognise the enhanced
earmnings power of the company. 1t should

be noted that since the estimation of the
intrinsic value of an asset is an uncertain
affalr, value investors seeking a “margin of
safety” generally look to invest only in
opportunities where there is a significant
disparity between the price and the value
of an asset. The price and the intrinsic
value of an asset can also vary during
times of crisis when investors sell their
assets in panic. So crises can offer value
investors a great opportunity to buy
undervalued assets. In fact, value
investors belleve that market panics are
the best time to buy and booms the best
time to sell,

Some investors differentiate value
investing from growth investing, which
primarily focuses on purchasing assets
such as stocks that are expected to
witness rapid earnings growth. Value
investors, however, contend that even
growth investing is based on the core
value investing principle of exploiting the
discrepancy between the price of an asset
and its intrinsie value, They argue so
because while growth investors might, for
example, focus solely on investing in
stocks with rapidly growing earnings,
they still may not make profits if they pay
for the stock a price that is far higher than
its Intrinsic value,






Bidding war on the cards
for big-ticket acquisitions

It remains to be seen whether the 320 crore mark would be breached in this mini-auction;

uncapped Indian players like Shahrukh, Shubham and Sameer likely to create a frenzy

IPL

Amol Karhadkar
DUBAI

again when renowned
cricketers will be in
the limelight.

The Indian Premier
League (IPL) Player Auc-
tion — being held overseas
for the first time — will see
332 players attracting a bid
for a maximum of 77 slots
at the Coca Cola Arena
here on Tuesday.

The big question,
though, is whether the 320
crore mark would be
breached for the first time
at an IPL auction. With the
2024 Player Auction to be
the last before next year’s
periodic full squad re-
vamp, the franchises don’t
really have to think
long-term.

Besides, splurging a big
amount may also result in
a potential marquee player
being under its wings and
presenting a franchise an
option to retain him ahead
of next year’s auction.

Naturally, the fans will
be hoping to see a big tuss-
le for big-ticket acquisi-
tions. Australia’s ODI
World Cup stars, especially
left-arm pacer Mitchell
Starc, opening batter Tra-
vis Head and captain Pat
Cummins, will hope to
fetch the big bucks.

Similarly, New Zealand’s
promising all-rounder Ra-
chin Ravindra and India’s
Shardul Thakur — the only
member of the World Cup
squad to be in the auction
— will also attract interest
from the franchises.

The fact that four fran-
chises — Chennai Super

l t’s that time of the year

The Auction dynamics

As many as 332 cricketers will battle it out for 77 slots
at the IPL Auction in Dubai on Tuesday

® There will be

216 Indians and 116
overseas players (two
from associate nations)
in the fray - 114 capped
players, 216 uncapped
players and two from
associate nations

® 23 players have opted for the
highest base price (¥2 crore):

van der Dussen, Vince, Brook, Head,
Rossouw, Smith, Coetzee, Cummins,
Harshal, Shardul, Woakes, Abbott,
Overton, Willey, Inglis, Duckett,
Ferguson, Hazlewood, Starc, Umesh,
Mujeeb, Adil Rashid, and Mustafizur

THE FINANCIAL SCENARIO

0
CSK 68.60 31.40 6 3
DC 71.05 28.95 9 4
GT 61.85 38.15 8 Z
KKR 67.30 32.70 12 4
LSG 86.85 13.15 6 2
Ml 82.25 17.75 8 4
PBKS 70.90 29.10 8 2
RCB 76.75 23.25 6 3
RR 85.50 14.50 8 3
SRH 66.00 34.00 6 3
Total 737.05 262.95 T 30

NOTE: AMOUNT IN CRORE

Kings (¥31.40 crore), Guja-
rat Titans (338.15 crore),
Kolkata Knight Riders
(32.70 crore) and Sunris-

ers Hyderabad (334 crore)
— have a purse in excess of
330 crore will mean a
group of players are likely

to have a big payday.
Whether that results in
the record bid of 18.50
crore — by Punjab Kings for
England’s Sam Curran last
year — being overhauled
remains to be seen.

KKR will be busy

KKR — with the return of its
IPL-winning captain Gau-
tam Gambhir as the men-
tor — will be the busiest.

The two-time champion
has a maximum of 12 slots
to fill, having nearly emp-
tied its pace bowling unit
ahead of the auction.

KKR, Delhi Capitals
(328.95 crore) and Mumbai
Indians (%17.75 crore) each
have a maximum of four
overseas slots to fill. While
KKR and DC may well go all
out for Head or Starc,
Mumbai Indians would
possibly target economical
buys, considering its limit-
ed purse.

For the three southern
outfits, CSK and SRH have
a maximum of six slots
while Royal Challengers
Bangalore (323.25 crore)
will have to eye a big-ticket
overseas signing as the
fourth overseas player’s
slot still open.

In demand
Just like the last 10 auc-
tions, uncapped players
will also be in demand. Big-
hitting batters Shahrukh
Khan (Tamil Nadu), Shub-
ham Dubey (Vidarbha) and
Sameer Rizvi (Uttar Pra-
desh) are likely to trigger a
bidding war.
Maharashtra’s under-19
star Arshin Kulkarni, a top-
order batter who can also
bowl medium-pace, could
fetch a sum much higher
than his base price of 320
lakh.



We were just thinking of restricting
South Africa under 400: Arshdeep

INDIA IN SA

Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

Left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh on Sunday revealed
that he and pace-bowling
partner Avesh Khan were
actually planning on how
to “restrict the brutal
South Africa under 4007,

“Axar (Patel), Avesh and
I went for dinner the pre-
vous night and were dis-
cussing how brutal the Pro-
teas can be when they
wear pink jerseys, how
they hit sixes,” said Arsh-
deep after the match.

“We were just thinking
about restricting them un-
der 400, but when we saw
purchase from the wicket,
and a bit of moisture, we
just kept it simple and re-
sults fell in place.

c™M
K

“We got early wickets.
The credit goes to Avesh as
well as he took the pres-
sure off me, and took wick-
ets too,” said Arshdeep.

The second ODI will be
held in Ggeberha on
Tuesday.

The teams (from):

India: K.L. Rahul (Capt. & wk),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Sai Sudharsan,
Tilak Varma, Rajat Patidar, Rinku
Singh, Shreyas lyer, Sanju
Samson (wk), Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, Mukesh
Kumar, Avesh Khan, Arshdeep
Singh, and Akash Deep.

South Africa: Aiden Markram
(Capt.), Ottniel Baartman,
Nandre Burger, Tony de Zorzi,
Reeza Hendricks, Heinrich
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, Mihlali
Mpongwana, David Miller, Wiaan
Mulder, Andile Phehlukwayo,
Tabraiz Shamsi, Rassie van der
Dussen, Kyle Verreynne, and
Lizaad Williams.

Match starts at 4.30 p.m. IST.

Show time: Arshdeep was pleasantly surprised to see helpful
conditions and exploited them to the hilt. REUTERS



Real goes on top after

cruising past Villarreal

Bellingham, Rodrygo, Diaz, and Modric score for Madrid, which moves

one point ahead of Girona; Alaba has to be helped off the field

EURO LEAGUES

Associated Press
MADRID

eal Madrid lead
Rthe Spanish league
after beating Vil-

larreal 4-1 but lost defender
David Alaba with an appa-
rent serious knee injury on
Sunday.

Jude Bellingham, Rodry-
go, Brahim Diaz and Luka
Modric scored for Madrid,
which moved one point
ahead of Girona ahead of
the Catalan club's home
game against Alaves on
Monday. Madrid is seven
points ahead of Barcelona.

Alaba had to be helped
off the field at the Santiago

Bernabeu when his left
knee buckled while he

_—_

S W

Class is permanent: Old pro Modric showed his class and got

Madrid's fourth goal. REUTERS

tried to steal the ball.

The results:

LaLiga: Real Madrid 4
(Bellingham 25, Rodrygo 37, Diaz
64, Modric 68) bt Villarreal 1
(Morales 54); Las Palmas 1 (Pejino
7) drew with Cadiz 1 (Ramaos 83).
Serie A: Bologna 2 (Moro 37,

Kristensen 49-og) bt Roma 0;
Lazio 0 lost to Inter Milan 2
(Martinez 40, Thuram 66).

Premier League: Liverpool 0
drew with Manchester United 0.

Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 3
(Kane 2 & 55, Min-Jae 63) bt
Stuttgart 0.

Napoli drawn
against Barca;
Man City gets
Copenhagen

Associated Press
NYON

Defending champion Man-
chester City was handed
the most benign draw for
the round-of-16 in the
Champions League after
being picked to play Co-
penhagen. The draw was
made on Monday at UEFA’s
headquarters, with the
standout match-up being
Napoli vs. Barcelona. Real
Madridwill play Leipzig.

In the last 16, teams can-
not play an opponent from
their own country or a
team they already faced in
the group stage.

The round-of-16 draw: Porto
vs. Arsenal; Napoli vs. Barcelona;
Paris Saint-Germain vs. Real
Sociedad: Inter Milan vs. Atletico
Madrid: PSV Eindhoven vs.
Borussia Dortmund: Lazio vs.
Bayern Munich; Copenhagen vs.
Manchester City; Leipzig vs. Real
Madrid.




Rinku,

India will look to
seal the series
against a lacklustre
South Africa

ey

GQEBERHA, PTI

tidar will be pitted against

the flamboyant Rinku Singh
for the lone available batting
slot when a determined Indi-
an team gears up for the final
kill against a lacklustre South
Africa in the second ODI here
on Tuesday.

After young pacers Arsh-
deep Singh and Avesh Khan
produced a near flawless per-
formanceinthe opening game
that India won by eight wickets,
KL Rahul wouldn't like to take
his foot off the pedal and aim
to heal the scars of 0-3 defeat
here under hisleadership back
in 2022.

India will handover a debut
ODI cap to one of its reserve
batters as Shreyas Iyer has
linked up with the Test squad
after Sunday’s game with an
eye on the two-match series,
starting on ‘Boxing Day’.

The world wants to watch
more of Rinku, the left-
hander, who is earning new
fans by thousands with every
passing match. The diminu-
tive left-hander has shown
that he has the technique
and temperament to succeed
on South African tracks that
offer way more bounce com-
pared to the sub-continent
pitches.

However, the Indore-based
right-hander Patidar had made
it to Indian ODI team back in
2022 itself but in the past one
year had to struggle and un-
derwent a heel surgery earlier

this year.

Immensely gifted Rajat Pa-

CRICKET SECOND ODI

The Indian team manage-
ment has very specific roles
for players and while Rinku is
being looked upon as a finisher
at No. 6, the 30-year-old Pati-
darismore of aspecialist No. 4
when he bats for his state team
Madhya Pradesh.

Hence, with lIyer, a right-
hander vacating a slot in the
playing XI, his like-for-like re-
placemem is Patidar.

In case of Rinku, the No.6
slot currently has been given
to Sanju Samson, who is play-
ing asaspecialist batter behind
skipper KL. Rahul, who is don-
ning the big gloves.

As has been the template of
national team managements,
they would like to give Samson,
whoisdeniorto Rinku,a fair go
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Rajat ready for the race?
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atthatslotbeforeturningtothe
southpaw.

However Rinku’s brilliant
List A record (near 50 aver-
age) will force the team man-
agementto give hima go.

In fact, both Rinku and Pa-
tidar could get a go but in that
case, Tilak Varma, who got to
face just a couple of deliveries
in the opening game, will have
tobedropped from the playing
eleven. Thatdoesn'tseem very
logical at the moment.

The opening game wit-
nessed the debut of young
left-handed opener B Sai Sud-
harsan, whose silken half-cen-
tury held alot of promise going
into the future.

For the hosts, this series is a
massive white ball test for its

batters in the post Quinton
de Kock era. De Kock’s exhil-
arating strokeplay at the top,
allowed the Rassie vander Dus-
sens, Heinrich Klaasens and
David Millerstoaccelerate. But
in slightly helpful bowling con-
ditions, India’s fringe pacers
exposed their shortcomings
and they will have to put up a
way better show in the second
game, which willbe aday-night
affair.

The bowling department
will not need much tinkering
after a near-perfect perfor-
mance from Arshdeep and
Avesh.

Mukesh Kumar, whose 0/46
in 7 overs did stick out like a
sore thumb, would want to
present an improved version

It wlll be interesting to see If Rinku Singh will be able to translate hls T20I skills to ODIs should he get the chance AP! PTI

of his bowling as he either
wenttoo full orat times bowled
too short during the opening
game.

In case the team manage-
ment wants to experiment, it
can replace Mukesh with his
Bengal teammate Akash Deep
but that looks unlikely in the
second game when the team is
gunning for series glory.

Inthe spindepartment, both
Axar Pateland Kuldeep Yadav,
who have not been picked for
Tests, wouldn’t like to miss out
on international matches and
it is unlikely that they would
volunteer to rest which would
allow Rahul to give Yuzvendra
Chahal a chance to play the
only format he has been se-
lected.




| Players express displeasure after
'FIDE removed prez term limits

SWAROOP SWAMINATHAN

FIDE’s current premdent
Arkady Dvorkovich, was given
the green light to seek a third
term in 2026. Dvorkovich, a
former Russian politician (he
had served as a deputy prime
minister), had ironically run on
the promise of brlnglng term
limits to a maximum of two
blecks of four years each. In the
body’s general assembly late on
Sunday night, the motion to re-
move Article 18.12 from the
FIDE Charter (the clause that
restricts presidents to two
terms) was cleared by an over-
whelming majority of 108-27.
Chess.com said that the motion
was proposed by Andorra before
it was seconded by as many as 20
federations. Article 18.12 had
stated: “A person cannot serve
as FIDE president for more than
two terms of four years. Terms
may be consecutive or non-
consecutive.”

It’s fair to say that the players

weren’t too pleased with it.

“This is embarrassing,” Levon
Aronian, one of the eight GMs
featuring at the Chennai Grand
Masters 2023 event, had respond-
ed on X (formerly Twitter) when
the general assembly was going
on. “If passed, (it) will destroy
FIDE in the eyes of professional
chess players.”
“It doesn’t matter how good a
leader you are. It’s just my per-
sonal opinion. You serve more
than two terms, some bad traits
are bound to come. I have no In-
terest in governance. But I do
know that some of my peers are
interested. I just hope that they
will put up some resistance. Be-
cause this is not the way to go,”
Aronian told this daily.
Ukraine’s Pavel Eljanov, an-
other GM in Chennai, also
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GMD Gukesh (R) in a:tlon
“against GM Aleksandri® -
Predke | D SAMPATHKUMAR

GUKESH, HARIKRISHNA TOP STANDINGS
CHENNAI: After three draws, D Gukesh picked up his first

win of the tournament, beating Aleksandr Predke with
white pieces. The win means Gukesh, on 2.5 points, goes to
the top of the leaderboard with P Harikrishna. The teen
had a very sound opening and doubled down during a
dominating middle-game to which Predke had no answers.
With the win, Gukesh has also enhanced his chances of
advancing to the Candidates but it will all come down to

Standings (after four
rounds): 1. P Harikrishna,
D Gukesh (2.5 points), 3.
Levon Aronian, Parham
Maghsoodloo, Sanan
Sjugirov, Erigaisi, Eljanov
(2 points), Predke (1
point).

the World Rapid and Blitz beginning in Uzbekistan in a

week's time. Arjun Erigaisi had the chance to make it three
Indians at the top but Pavel Eljanov held on to claim a
draw with white pieces. It appeared that the Indian had
the upper-hand in a rook-knight endgame but Eljanov,

Tuesday's pairings:
Sjugirov vs Gukesh, -
Harikrishna vs _
Maghsoodloo, Erigaisi vs
Aronian, Predke vs Eljanov

who had run into-significant time trouble, escaped. ENS
m

wasn'’t too pleased with the pow-
er grab. “Kudos to Levon,” he
wrote. “Despite obvious Russian
ties, this FIDE team (which is
well diverse) has done a lot of
good things but all of this will be
completely written off, at least
in my eyes.”

Other players too did not
mince their words. Two-time
Ukraine champion, Andriy Vo-
lokitin, called it: “Putin’s rules,
Putin’s protege, Putin’s FIDE.
Sickening.” Peter Heine Nielsen,
who was part of the team that
ran against Dvorkovich at the
elections in 2022, said: “Presi-
dential term limits removed by
@fidechess, Dvorkovich can run
again for a 3rd term. A bad day

for chess, a good day for
Russia.”

While Dvorkovich’s camp
hasn’t said anything about the
controversial move (his deputy,
Viswanathan Anand was also
present at the online meeting on
Sunday) or whether he even in-
tends to run for a third time (he
was elected to the post for the
first time in 2018 before retain-
ing power during the Olympiad
last year), the way the decks
have been cleared means only
one thing,

Interestingly, Anand had onl
good things to say about his 16
months at FIDE. This develop-
ment, though, is sure to leave a
bitter aftertaste.



ANETIIA YRS T

8000 QTR 77 FYXONYN 333 €363MOTTD 7 O°

m@f T0TEOT0 TTIWD

mﬁmﬁ@m ti ::.mdt“;l

2300 aeircly witode 55,008 A

NS E0RdR.

il
3.2 DT ) ?
e AN ™

Snd s dnte dnten ¥Smud 20248
DA TR T§ 0ok Baehg T
“Jaﬂtsfr ikl :dsfr-a@ NeCE T
ﬁmdmrbﬁd m = ::‘ BRLTEG

o=F A meﬂ# mwmmsd @ds**:ﬁ:
Eﬂ‘mﬁﬁ HmET 1 n’c..iﬂ EapReloin g

SoTTO LPDTOT Wos HR3

3od 303 (80e83)
LOTFE 314
39 B e 28.95
Fj Sretopicy -h%haai 38.15
FesTt 32.1
SFTL 13.18
=00t BORODT 1115
TeLTRLF SOIT 29.1
ST 23.25
DL TROLE 145
wef et

ey b

DTS e383MoTON BT BAY HOOILRN &Bei

31 Took0 3, 080000 R TP SRMTTRD 8a¢ L0 B, crf A TN WAl IT, DRATFRG,
mt:s‘-‘ wefdiodotnien —“'zéa :ﬂ:f g emeergd. wod R, ucinenns SRt :ﬁd 2 Ne
md .= eﬂ % t3odne had:mdr:‘.} EME d (Tt s) mmﬁﬁﬂ SoudeF ‘?E‘EF =IOTY, wa mzsa
‘E.ﬂﬁ‘ a‘mdwnd =4 uumdﬁm oF 2 18.50 2ackl . a?a‘ a?#ﬁ ednoad. mmm wdﬁaﬁ
O em3 BT Lelka z:i%ra g R Send Whoc® némn::‘ %ram 10t 23 whs wﬁ"#
am EE"‘E'O SRUERY MR aas‘ g e Saﬁé 18 3ncedn mw&aﬁmﬁmﬂ ==, LF #a.a‘
:3 T, =, 00RE® 17.50 2nckd U: m::murr::f TRRTF Jowzs® 14 ﬁm*ki b, EE.}QF‘ za’;lucf
Ca«'..la‘ ﬂ,:;:bmu SICRY BRtUFe §Lf O F 0w 10.50 Sacks OO, WEF ST R0 BT,

(] \."HE' 3;1_-:; -bE a:n.'l.a.ﬂ.‘..--":\.l o b Fa Lol e I"i...-U [ -"u": ;g §!
A SOy ITITY, WRE [WOoLA FEe 22 LtTon 18 &time "% ok Clevty
SUMTORS 5008, 200tLARD. QUboD 5T AL &3, 013 TS0 SEM LIed00E HLIMTON SRS,
ZoETE TORET) Sumit  Snnd WE* DRBLEIT. B4 L0 70 B0BNY DU
i~ [ p— - o — i == i p— | -
WoUETNETD. o VG woto BeEnd 18 Hn2 s Yxnoot ww forEnwh 25
2 o
oy —rn, P! . [ | s o |

308 500 SUMUTR) BR0MEH0SE, Tenode  CUMTLA  RTEHED B3 U
25 &E3MDOTN), 0QROYT BAT SEL0RE, QG WTITL




Be8 §5t3%: 8903 H03TWY ABYITLS Tats; I0BW ASVANYTE H0BT?

BROFE3T BN ‘ToTOWE MR,

Nbes GRGIR

oI, LA OINY So3C ome el
33 X eCoumndd. Eex SEfud
BRRFUE 30T 3 womRANn Z3A ol
2 oo oo BEAEL nonmbo.
wodled, tor 30U @ ROE TbHTC
$303 BTFRANFARLDETE Jok@mae,
28onC, sTeFus Joms) Sewo Ul
doed mAE WONn SwobE FEFS
SRUFIO 50 ITF DowOT. Bt JoMnw B
tRboD Trse! FO* Ben suabdd. uriben

BINCOS BomE, TEY MO TTA0E BAT

ZeoE igehy. Ol 0 IHMion
GRS o oo daed wedmud ZEy
IAE RO SBAMS I00E  BLSTW
deehnson g, usosde W0, ‘© JOTp
murdae. Zozdse Sonome 0.
SO TRTMLS 851 ToobHC Sednths .

2edl Dmor RO sl (25HF)
wedrcdone AFTomdobe mabos
UNURY' WODEIS LENY Ledm. o
Zonno PoUY RERID DXF BAN
oS0 eriFud sdoammd QTOTAC.
Ten JeehTC, weAFolDiEs, Towmny
foand Bux mdd dsumc Poormde
WOU FAodos sy hedobe By
e T, o WO TN ImE v
20 USRFODOR JOTE TONDAK).

81 ded DBLTE STRFUEE ToLIAT
UIRE DI  TPOLWME  Trezl
Medrodd wnE orbon LobhE av
Coeznvne XoTBAELCm el ORI
U3 mOZdedsl. 3omz) 2015000 Snd
e, Wb AT IUNE E) QW IO
RUFTESUE0 Letdd. LoD D ey
Eosmdobe AMFIOAR),

) nEbAzueRs wozonc.,
TP Zo3ng Asend Tnd ¢AD av
Tomnvos D GWMIT RO uE
GhX), 2015600 2023030nMe ©AT 58
zognvd 280€ mdbad. deedmh =IO
SRS, sois Tomie m, uhal,

WP X038 IS WERFIST
Iox8, U I|moT, Wb oW ¥ WG,
eie? o o300 wIbdeRa JOT
so3rmebdona BHowsO 3oded AR00
oBPE[abe? agnieom  cleendods)

tRin WSO TOLE X WMo DB -
oo Ionnd ...:msgcmtnn gau3
2T ol Zach mn Tdminnd
dnezndsabe? Lotk IUES Une DT
BODILDEC Lol SRS OEdad
8e03 stiobe? Tt IWENVED, 0ed T
STFUE Tory 88 Nodol uOIET 1RTh
) Emrtm Er'-mms 00 TFND
a:.ramg::

‘8w wvude i mp wRHEC
Haln VTR TR 20D, o Deddhotos
3on i hid. cing)cie 2003 To. Lneconiy
LODT MOGNVED, IDT&sw wob I
g §rieyod. ood kRO TOHID
wRd. sodamamh T . oo
dadoadng s Jevnn. SWHosoR
dmh eaosm fomd ded aRspde
tsond 20" actd av TPnfne daTaa
455 O LW 3C avamsl.

FoTDO ZARTOIW AR oW DHETO
QU TR0, RoReE v Tcdsenn
EHWPES B, wTl AepE TH0Y
aR3 dedivadonnie 3.

2015000 ol oz monEzmd
nocad sobd. Aol WU fome
B0 TRODT’, UT'. TEDTF TeaDET T
TOBT FDAUT Dol Lo W X,
QUm  SZFmfon  HoboF  untmey
RODIAACRE. TR R
S0 agoboin QUm o woChmd.
ot I RS TACE R YTW RO
Zound emamobon 29 dud oo
BRMmUdN eosRsne ALy .

BRRrusne 2andlonus s Sehny
ZoozdoLm, 24¥. LMy JnaBRIRC

X D, F 35 LT OMTBAREDHD
TERCRTS0. mane® Jemenr, Josuder
TmE, Caegrder, dednr mI.
DVONDIROT, GHIEM oW, ey
uolor detbrien =mOoDO e
et s,

Uot, nT TN 1N 00" ¢hE
AT UInnd SRd mgss somumiv.
D.8%. somZend, 3N, TP’ L,
Bhe* tined, L. DroDEF, eSO Bl SHE)
T, UHCT WUEUOSE Zoh noremEne
AZomY 803 ambmend o

drrasor Zeady e’ o
smerus dadhmmp. 8. I wodor
UWROSRNS LIE0E 3@ e
e nen e Laoioson wednén md-
CIBRILTRU. % A7 FPoormin vyss
decd wd. muon Lgenodos Aodad
go0d ud. woolE Zoonud oowd
SDPIND N BOITO ATHITRC.
DA oo, Cemns TR gL, DA =0T
80 Dedobe B usvolzmeriiead.
Sfursedonrsdotne 440 Aeho.

D1 WODEEDO SO 10O T, AT

30000 o) LUMEID Snue Smes.
US0 UEE 20 YRy, I, SWOL
el SRobohm méde Teedd

Bef vao Dedd. WPw mcsud g

eRgsSm, € edcbdons HODF
00T wrizdedd.

N3 3080 WS TEHELHE DI
20BADE Ae200D0" OuF 450 WelFad
T ol AN M I det o Bn
nexnspod 200 aE 43T Swohma
TE0o ond. eoid DiY' wsXrE
2ot B Swodd. NI LCHCS FN DR
bt & b HPImh BOSD oS
AN B820ed T2, wrbos IGF
Soheoes. 20X B8 ZFeesodm
20eb RO STRFUES 8 T 2iEIT
poge 6. Sx0S den i ¥acmh
B0l uIsEge 2.

wosh ted 3 wadFnvm, sedoden
RYABAEE RE, Il I, i
sond, =3y medd dedmnde SUT NN
Hober BEROIHowE, Wwoublen.
TRED by evsmy osm 12
SEFMY TOBT RO3  Iomd, oYW
RGN ted 8 mpsdionde wol?

eXe VYo, FAE BT JYTFad
ddunceh Jém nEde aCbile e
SdaRhc ded 480 QLI AWM T WO
eihe et SR DT BufARcc UIn
LEGNPHETO JodmRe.



DIV NEWS




Legislative decline
Denial of legislative debate furthers
democratic backsliding in India

B oth the security breach in Parliament last

week featuring a theatrical attempt by in-
dividuals to highlight an issue of public
importance — unemployment — and the Union
government’s response have been deeply proble-
matic. The government’s stymieing of any debate
over this issue in Parliament and the Chair’s re-
course to an unprecedented high number of sus-
pensions of Opposition legislators following their
demand for a statement in the Houses and a de-
bate, have been in line with its disregard for de-
liberative democracy. As many as 78 Opposition
Members of Parliament were suspended on Mon-
day. Fourteen more were suspended earlier — 92
in total, and nearly matching the 94 suspensions
overall since 2014 prior to this session. Unlike in
the two Lok Sabhas (2004-14), when even ruling
party legislators, including rebels, were suspend-
ed for unruliness, only Opposition members
have been subject to suspension, which includes
those for far less severe offences since 2014.

The hallmark of a functioning democracy is
deliberation, wherein elected legislators debate
and discuss issues of public import and seek solu-
tions to issues that affect citizens. A thorough de-
liberation involves not just televised speeches
from Parliament but also debates, the utilisation
of parliamentary and standing committees to
delve into the issue and for Bills and legislation to
be discussed threadbare before consideration.
Instead, over the course of recent parliamentary
sessions during the National Democratic Allianc-
e’s tenure, there have been multiple attempts at
browbeating the Opposition, getting Bills passed
without adequate discussion, disallowing amend-
ments on merit, and under-utilising standing and
parliamentary committees while trying hard to
play to the gallery. Legislative business and par-
liamentary work have been given short shrift,
while theatrics by legislators in both the Treasury
and Opposition benches, and one-upmanship
through the use of suspensions, have dominated
proceedings. It is no wonder that such actions
have compelled global democracy reports by re-
search institutions such as V-Dem Institute to cha-
racterise India’s democracy as an “electoral au-
tocracy”. Worse, the use of the draconian
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act to indiscrim-
inately target dissenters, such as the protesters
who threw canisters and raised slogans in Parlia-
ment last week, has also fallen into the recent
pattern of a deliberate equation of dissent with
terror. Again, this has led the U.S.-based Freedom
House, that measures civil and political liberties,
to declare India as “partially free”. The recent ac-
tions by the government only contribute further
to the backsliding of democracy in India, making
these developments a matter of serious concern.




A blow for the rights of the legislature, in law making

n a landmark judgment delivered on

Movember 10, 2023, in the State of Punjab

vs Principal Secretary to the Governor of

Punjab and Another, the Chief Justice of
India (CJ1), D.Y. Chandrachud, gave a creative
interpretation to Article 200 of the Constitution
of India which relates to the options before a
Governor when a Bill, after being passed by the
State Legislature, is presented to him for his
assent. The new interpretation relates to the real
meaning of the first proviso to Article 200 which
says that the Governor may send the Bill back to
the Assembly with a request for re-consideration
of the Bill as a whole or certain provisions
thereof.

It further says that if the Assembly after such
re-consideration passes the Bill with or without
the amendments, the Governor shall not
withhold assent from the Bill. There has beena
considerable amount of confusion about the
meaning of Article 200 and this proviso. Most of
the commentators of the Constitution, like D.D.
Basu and others, have held the view that the
Governor's power to withhold assent under this
Article has a finality about it, and once assent is
withheld, the Bill dies a natural death. They were
also of the view that the option of sending the Bill
back to the Assembly for reconsideration under
the first proviso is discretionary and not
mandatory. Thus, there was a presumption that

the Governor's power to withhold assent from a
Bill is absolute.

Emphatic in saying ‘no delay”

But the CJ1 by linking the withholding of assent
with the sending of the Bill back to the Assembly
for reconsideration has virtually knocked out the
option of withholding assent. The judgment says
that if the Governor decides to withhold assent,
he has to send it back to the Assembly
immediately for reconsideration, in which case
he has no other option except to give assent.
Needless to say that through his judgment, the
CIL, in a far-sighted approach, has protected the
rights of the legislature in the matter of law
making, and in fact the entire constitutional
system from the depredations of unelected
Governors.

Nevertheless, the woes of State governments
are not over yet. It has been common practice by
some Governors not to take any decision on the
Bills sent to them for assent. They have been
sitting on Bills for two or three years, virtually
negating the legislative exercises of the State. The
Supreme Court of India has in the Punjab case
said emphatically that Governors cannot delay
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the decision on the Bills. Thus, the decision of the
top court has brought greater clarity to Article
200 and Governors will have to quickly take a
decision on the Bills.

O Bills for the President’s consideration
But there is still an area which can be exploited
by the Governors to frustrate the law-making
exarcise of State governments. Reserving a Bill for
the consideration of the President is an absolute
option still available 1o a Governor. The crucial
question is on what kinds of Bills a Governor can
send to the President for his consideration. The
second proviso to Article 200 mentions one kind
of Bills which are mandatorily to be reserved for
the consideration of the President. These are Bills
which derogate from the powers of the High
Court in such a way as to endanger the
constitutionally designed position of that court.
So, the Constitution requires the Governor o
send alll such Bills for the consideration of the
President. Since consideration by the President
means consideration by the Union government,
the officials of the Home Ministry will in effect
decide the fate of such Bills,

The Constitution in fact does not refer to any
cawgory of Bills apart from the Bills mentioned
above which can be sent to the President for his
assent. Therefore, taking a surface view, the
Governor can use his discretion to send any Bill
to the President. In fact that is precisely what the
Governor of Kerala, Arif Mohammed Khan, did
the other day. He did not act on eight Bills that
were with him for over two years. When the
Supreme Court took up the Kerala government's
petition challenging the Governor’s inaction, he
gave his assent to one Bill and sent the seven Bills
to the President for his consideration. The Court,
it iz learned, is going to examine this issue -
namely, what Bills can be reserved for the
comnsideration of the President. The Tamil Nadu
Governor sent 10 Bills for reconsideration by the
Assembly after many complaints by the State
gorernment. The Assembly after reconsideration
sent the Bills to the Governor without accepting
any amendments. But in a strange act the
Governor sent all those Bills to the President for
his consideration which is patently against the
Constitution. Article 200 (First proviso) requires
him to give his assent to the Bills.

So, the question of crucial importance in the
present political context is whether a Governor
can reserve Bills for the consideration of the
President at his discretion. The Constitution is
silent on this. It makes only an indirect reference
to the reserving of Bills for the consideration of

the President in two places. Article 213 deals with
the ordinance-making power of Governors.
Under this provision, in certain cases, the
Governor can promulgate an ordinance only with
instruction from the President. Under clause (b)
of the above Article, the Governor can
promulgate an ordinance only with instructions
from the President in a case where he would have
deemed it necessary to reserve a Bill containing
the same provisions as in the ordinance. The
words “deemed it necessary” indicate the making
of judgement by the Governor in terms of the
constitutional scheme of the power of legislative
division. In other words, the Governor cannot act
on his whims while deeming it necessary to
reserve the Bills.

Issue of State subject

The second place where the Constitution makes
an indirect reference to the President's assent to a
State Bill is in Article 254, Under clause (2) of this
Article, a State law on an item in the Concurrent
List will prevail in that State even when it
contains a provision repugnant to the provisions
of an existing central law if it has been reserved
for the consideration of the President and has
received his assent. This would mean that a Bill
on a Concurrent subject can be or needs to be
sent to the President for assent only if it contains
provisions repugnant to an existing central law.
But it does not indicate that every Bill on a
concurrent subject should be sent to the
President for assent.

In fact the President has no jurisdiction to
scrutinise and give assent to a Bill exclusively on a
subject in the State List because of the federal
scheme of legislative division. Therefore, it would
seem that if the Governor sends a Bill on the
State's matter to the President, it would be an
abdication of the constitutional duty of a
GOVernor,

So, from the above analysis, it can be
concluded that a Governor cannot send to the
President for assent Bills which are exclusively on
the State subject. Also, he cannot send Eills on
concurrent subjects if they do not contain
provisions repugnant to the central law. If the
Governor thinks that a Bill contains
unconstitutional provisions, the only option for
him is to send it back to the Assembly for
reconsideration. A Governor is not personally
responsible for anything done by the
government. Further, constitutional validity of a
law is decided by the court and neither the
Governor nor the President has any jurisdiction
over it.

Grass-root democracy as a bulwark against Maoists

done and dusted. Equations in the context

of tribal votes did matter immensely in
the caleulations of each political party, given the
proportion of the tribal population in the State.
Asg in the politics of Chhattisgarh, it is said that
the party with which the tribal voter goes forms
the government in the State as tribal voters have a
34% of the vote share in the State. Maoist
insurgency in the country presently thrives in the
tribal regions of Chhattisgarh, particularly in
Bastar. Tribals form the main cadre base of the
movement. Elections in these Maoist strongholds,
that are Schedule Five areas, have always been
affected by violence in the backdrop of boyeott
calls by the Macists. And this year was no
different.

T he Assembly elections in Chhattisgarh are

Democracy in Maoist areas
To begin with, and as reported by the media,
voter twrmout in Maoist-affected areas such as
Bijapur and Konta was as low as 3% to 4%. The
dismal turnout could be inferred as the writing
on the wall, subject to our inclination to
acknowledge it. There were several issues that
shaped the issues on which political parties
contested. However, no single issue addressed
the challenge of resolving the Maoist conundrum.

Democracy has varied connotations for the
tribal population inhabiting the regions with the
ongoing Maoist insurgency. If analysed from the
Mapists' perspective of boyeotts, it may be added
that the insurgents who claim to fight the state for
the cause of the people, force these very people
to shun the most effective tool towards
empowerment, i.e., by not participating in the
democratic process, This calling out is essential
s as to establish the sham — that ‘Maoists are for
the peaple's cause’.

In the present context, what the Mapists

i a retired Infantry
officer (colonel), and
teaches at the O.P.
Jimdal Global
University, Sonepat

The dismal
polling turnout
in the
Maoist-affected
areas of
Chhattisgarh is a
pointer that
democracy
needs to be
strengthened at
the grassroots

attempt to achieve by running their parallel
gorernment of fantana sarkar’ as they call it, has
no feet to stand on in the mid and long term. This
aspect is more or less appreciated by the local
tribal population, but perhaps the state has not
been able to inspire them enough, for various
reasons, real or otherwise. This has discouraged
miass participation in the democratic process.
The said development is move glaring in the
context of earlier trends wherein the local
population often ignored boycoit calls. Does the
trend point to disillusionment on the part of the
electorate?

As far as election issues vis-d-vis tribals were
concerned, the most dominant one was that of
religion-based conversions. The issue, it is felt,
wzs a ‘manufactured agenda® by political players
asan alibi to divert attention from the basic
issues.

With enhanced awareness leading to tribal
assertions, tribals now aspire for the rights they
are guaranteed vide the Constitution. Such
awareness and assertions have clearly manifested
themselves in the popular Pathalgadi movement
by tribals in Jharkhand wherein tribals assert
their rights, often by expressing resistance, These
people are increasingly, and rightfully, aware of
their entitlements, which they demand under the
umbrella of dignity.

On PESA
Although a few of the political parties in the field
came up with the issues concerning complete
implementation of the Provisions of the
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act
(PESA), modalities to execute the same were not
brought out in a clear manner,

In spite of the PESA Act being passed in 1996,
not one of the State governments concerned has
implemented the same in the correct spirit, by

issuing policy directives. The Act envisions the
empowerment of gram sabhas as the sole
authority to govern various aspects of the
socio-economic lives of the tribal community in
the respective jurisdiction. The intent behind the
Act was to bring people at the grassroots level
face to face with the government, and was
aligned to the tribal way of life in historical and
traditional terms. Various State governments have
implemented this Act in a half-hearted manner to
meet their ulterior motives. This gap has been
exploited by the Maoists to foster their agenda
and by having their writ run in their strongholds
through *jantana sarkar'.

The PESA Act, given its potential, could be
commandeered as the greatest enabler to
mainstream the tribal community by
accommodating their aspirations. Its dogged
implementation is highly do-able, in the mid and
long run. This could render the Maoists, whose
influence is receding, irrelevant.

Nurturing tribals

The Maoists have created a myth about
themselves by pretending to be champions of the
tribal cause, and the same needs 1o be called out
in a credible manner by empowering democracy
at the grassroots. Tribal leadership needs to be
nurtured by acknowledging them and giving
them a voice (it is now absent and has resulted in
political absenteeism) where it matters. The
resolution to the challenge posed by the Maoists
is not only about security and development but is
also about looking beyond, by enabling
democracy at the grassroots — something that
recognises tribal aspirations and calls out the
ulterior intentions of Maoists. Or, otherwise, we
will continue paying short-term attention to the
Maoist challenge only when they strike, at their
sweet will.



LOWER INSURANCE
SURRENDER CHARGES
AN OVERDUE REFORM

HE Insurance regulator’s latest proposal to increase the
surrender value of traditional insurance policies is a
‘reform’ long overdue. The insurance sector—despite
big claims from the regulator and insurers—is known
for rampant mis-selling. Agents would sell insurance
products by calling them savings plans, give wrong informa-
tion on benefits, premium terms and the various charges.
Unaware of the fine print, clueless investors often end up
signing up for long-term plans with very low returns. Once
they realise the mistake, the punishing surrender charges
make it impossible for them to get out of this situation. Some
are forced to let go of alarge chunk of their life’s savings.
Surrender value, or the amount one receives for surrender-
ing a policy without completing the full term, of non-partic-
ipating insurance plans are currently very low. If one pays
Z1 lakh a year for three years in premium, and wants to sur-
render the policy after that, she would receive only 30 percent
of the total premium paid so far. That is a huge cost for mis-
takenly buying an insurance plan that serves very little
purpose—both in terms of insurance cover or returns. Ac-
cording to the insurance regulator’s new proposal, there will
be a premium threshold defined for each product. There will
be no surrender charges imposed on the balance of the pre-
miums beyond the threshold limits, irrespective of the tim-
ing of the surrender. It is only a proposal and the regulator
has asked for feedback from stakeholders on it. One would
hope that the regulator does not get too swayed by the strong
insurers’ lobby and defang the proposed change.
The penetration for life insurance in India is now just over
3 percent of GDP. This is abysmally low for a country of :}.4
crore people. Financial illiteracy and low levels of financial
inclusion are said to be the reasons for this poor reach of
insurance. But unscrupulous sales pitches and rqmpa:nt
mis-selling are also some key reasons for people getting dis-
illusioned with insurance products. There have been many
instances where retirees are sold long-term insurance prod-
ucts without being told of the benefits. These are largely

criminal offences that g0 unpunished. The lower surrender

charges proposed by the regulator wou!d at least g]low pol-
icy holders to correct their ‘mistakes’ without having to pay

exorbitant costs.
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The problem of black
money persists

t would be futile to differentiate between business-
Iman Dhiraj Sahu and politician Dhiraj Sahu, after a
cash stash of Rs 351 crore was found in his premises,
in order to fix responsibility for what's being called the
biggest-ever black moneyhorde foundinone place. Sahu
is a Congress Rajya Sabha MP from Jharkhand, and his
family has alarge distillery businessin that state and Od-
isha. Hissonis themanaging directorand his brother the
chairman of the distillery company. It took the Income
Tax Department six days to finish the note count. The
stash apparently came from cash sales of liquor, which
evade all taxes like Excise, VAT and Income Tax. The
earlierrecord fora cash horde washeld byaKanpur busi-
nessman, from whom cash amounting to Rs 257 crore
was recovered in 2019. The recovery has many pointers
to factsin the country’s business, politics and society.
The Congress party has much to explain about its
MP’sunaccounted money. The party hasdistanced itself
from him but the fact remains that he and his family
‘have been associated withit for decades. Hisbrother was
also an MP from the party. Questions have been raised

whether the moneywas for political
and electoral uses. The Sahu family _
has extensive business interests in Congress has
Odisha, which is also a state ruled YT 1A T B0 S
by an Opposition party, the Biju Ja- BFESSes

nata Dal (BJD). The nexus between Ing todoon
politicians, bureaucrats and busi- Sahu's horde
nessmen is strong everywhere in

fortuneswould nothavethrivedifthis nexusdid not exist.
Very often actions against businessmen and politicians
do not reach their logical end. If those who are on the
receiving end of actions shift their loyalties to the ruling
party, the actionscome tonothing. Thereare many cases
that show this.

Demonetisation has not had any major impact on the
generation of black money in the country. If at all there
was a temporaryimpact, thathasbeenovercome and the
country is once again awash with unaccounted money.
Only the storing has become a bit more difficult as the
stash has to be maintained in Rs 100, Rs 200 and Rs
500 denominations, as the Sahus did. The Sahus’ horde
could only be the tip of the iceberg. This unknown and
unaccountedicebergthatspreadsoutacross thecountry

would certainly flow into politics and elections. Electoral

Bonds cannot check the flow as they too are anonymous
donations and have proved to be discriminatory instru-
ments that favour the ruling party. The problem of black

pwneyises:peciauy importantatatime when the country
isheadinginto national electionsin the next few months,
but it has ramifications beyond elections, too. |

the country and the Sahu family’s
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